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Secondary citations

QL. All the Year Round was in many ways the epitome of the furnace-like conditions in which much of the
best Victorian fiction was created. It raised to the highest pitch what Thackeray called the “Life & Death”
struggle with the unwritten number. At the same time it was, when handled properly, a superb instrument for
fiction. No writer in All the Year Round could forget for a moment the mechanics of publication. The pace,
narrowness and need for ‘incessant condensation’ cut away all fat; the responsiveness of the salesto any
slackening tension kept the novelist nervous and alert. Weekly intervals meant that areader came to every
instalment primed, which was not the case with monthly serialisation where the plot had that much longer to
fade in the memory.

(Sutherland, 172-3)

Q2. The method of publishing an important work of fiction in monthly instalments was considered a
hazardous experiment, which could not fail to set its mark upon the novel asawhole. Mr. Dickens led the way
in making the experiment, and his enterprise was crowned with such success that most of the good novels now
find their way to the public in the form of amonthly dole. . . .

But what are we to say to the new experiment which is now being tried of publishing good novels week by
week? Hitherto the weekly issue of fiction has been connected with publication of the lowest class - small
penny and halfpenny serials that found in the multitude some compensation for the degradation of their
readers. . . Lust was the alpha and murder the omega of thesetales. . .

Mr. Dickens has tried another experiment. The periodical which he conducts is addressed to a much higher
class of readers than any which the penny journals would reach, and he has spread before them novel after
novel specially adapted to their tastes. . . If Mr. Dickens, however, chose to keep the common herd of readers
together by the marvels of an improbable story, he attracted the better class of readers by hisfancy, hisfun,
and his sentiment. Altogether, his success was so great as to warrant the conclusion. . . that the weekly form of
publication is not incompatible with a very high order of fiction.

(E.S. Ddlas, The Times, 17 Oct. 1861, 6)
Q3. Perhaps one of the most striking features of the periodical literature of the day is the general levelling of
al distinctions grounded upon mere price. The eminent author may now descend from the six shilling
Quarterly even to the penny weekly without the slightest fear of losing caste; and Cobbett’ s well-known
defiance of the prejudice of histime by calling one of his own publications “ Two-penny Trash” would have
been unintelligible to the present generation. . Have we not had Mr. Dickens, Sir Edward Bulwer Lytton, Mr
Wilkie Coallins, and Mrs Gaskell addressing us through the popular twopenny numbers of “Household Words’
and “All the Year Round” . ..

(Publishers Circular, 31 Dec 1861, 694)
Q4. Although the novels of Anthony Trollope and Wilkie Collins were sold to republication syndicates for
reprinting in newspaper columns as filler, such transactions did not shape or constitute original serial fiction.
Dickens's monthly and weekly parts democratized literature, putting new work into the hands and homes of
every economic and social class. . .

(Robert Patten, ‘ Serial Literature’, in Oxford Reader’s Companion to Dickens, 514-9)

Q5. Theviolent stimulant of serial publication -- of weekly publication, with its necessity for frequent and
rapid recurrence of piquant situation and startling incident -- is the thing of all others most likely to develop
the germ, and bring it to fuller and darker bearing. What Mr. Wilkie Collins has done with delicate care and
laborious reticence, his followers will attempt without any such discretion.

(Oliphant, 568).

“An almost compulsive pattern of repetition”
A) A sudden decision to transform the scale & form of a narrative already at |east at the planning stage;

B) Prompted by an urgent need to protect an investment in a new weekly paper threatened by an inadequate
level of circulation;

C) Accompanied by the mechanical issuing of the same narrative in parallel monthly portions, as an insurance
against the alienation of an existing conservative readership;
D) Leading to a growing frustration with the frequency & brevity of composition in weekly numbers; &

E) Resulting in adegree of nervous exhaustion or physical collapse noticeably more acute than that on
completing the typical monthly serial.



1) The Moment of Master Humphrey's Clock (1840-1)

A. Instead of being published in monthly parts at a shilling each, only, it will be published in weekly parts at
three pence and monthly parts at a shilling--my object being to baffle the imitators and make it as novel as
possible. The plan is anew one--1 mean the plan of the fiction--and it will comprehend a great variety of tales.

(To George Cattermole, 13 Jan 1840, Pilgrim 2:7)

B. He had not written more than two or three chapters [of the Little Nell story], when the capability of the
subject for more extended treatment than he had at first proposed to giveto it pressed itself upon him, and he
resolved to throw everything else aside, devoting himself to the one story only. There were other strong
reasons for this. Of the first number of the Clock nearly seventy thousand were sold; but with the discovery
that there was no continuous tale the orders at once diminished, and a change must have been made even if the
material and meansfor it had not been ready.

(Forster 1:179)

C. Hisdifficulties were the quickly recurring times of publication, the confined space in each number that yet
had to contribute itsindividual effect, and (from the suddenness with which he had begun) the impossibility of
getting in advance. “1 was obliged to cramp most dreadfully what | thought a pretty ideain the last chapter. |
hadn’t room to turn:” to this or asimilar effect his complaints are frequent, and of the vexations named it was
by far the worst. But he steadily bore up against al . .

(Forster 1:180-1)

2) The Moment of Household Words (1854)

A. Resolved [by the five partners] That Mr. Charles Dickensis hereby engaged to write, at his earliest
convenience, astory . . . equa in length to five single monthly numbers of Bleak House. . . to be published in
Household Words in continuous weekly portions . . . with aview to the enlargement of the circulation of
Household Words and the consequent enhancement of the value of their several shares.

(28 Dec 1853, Pilgrim 7:911)

B. “The difficulty of the space,” he wrote after afew weeks' trial, “is CRUSHING. Nobody can have an idea
of it who has not had experience of patient fiction-writing with some elbow-room always, and open placesin
perspective. In thisform, with any kind of regard to the current number, there is absolutely no such thing.”

(Forster 3:45)

C. Why | found myself so “used up”, after Hard Times, | scarcely know. Perhaps because . . . the compression
and close condensation necessary for that digointed form of publication, gave me perpetua trouble. But |
really was--tired!--which isaresult so very incomprehensible that | can’t forget it.

(To The Hon. Mrs. Richard Watson, 1 Nov 1854, Pilgrim 7:453)

3) The Moment of All the Year Round (1859-61)

A. “l have struck out arather original and bold idea. That is, at the end of each month to publish the monthly
part in the green cover, with the two illustrations, at the old shilling. Thiswill give All the Year Round always
the interest and precedence of afresh weekly portion during the month; and will give me my old standing with
my old public, and the advantage (very necessary in this story [A Tale of Two Cities]) of having numbers of
people who read it in no portions smaller than a monthly part.”

(Forster 3:322)

B. “The sacrifice of Great Expectationsisreally and truly made for myself. The property of All the Year
Round isfar too valuable, in every way, to be much endangered. Our fal is not large, but we have a
considerable advance in hand of the story we are now publishing, and thereis no vitality init . . . Now, if |
went into a twenty-number serial, | should cut off my power of doing anything serial here for two good years-
-and that would be a most perilous thing.”

(Forster 3:328-9)

C. | havejust finished my book of Great Expectations, and am the worse for wear. Neuralgic painsin the face
have troubled me a good deal, and the work has been pretty close. But | hope that the book is a good book,
and | have no doubt of very soon throwing off the little damage it has done me.

(ToW.C. Macready, 11 Jun 1861, Pilgrim 9:424)



Length of Monthly/Weekly Instalments in Serials by Dickens and Collins

Monthly Parts Weekly Parts

Novel \'ﬁta(l}I No @/e rgge No @/ergge
(Serial Publication) Coournt - Coournt - Coournt
Pickwick Papers (1836-7) in c.300000 20 ¢.15000 - -
monthly fascicles

The Old Curiosity Shop (1840-1) in €.220,000 - - 40  ¢.5500
Master Humphrey’s Clock

A Tale of Two Cities (1859) in c.135000 7 c.19000 31 ¢.4500
monthly fascicles/All the Year Round

Our Mutual Friend (1864-5) in c.330000 20 ¢.16500 - -
monthly fascicles

No Name (1862-3) in ¢.270 000 - - 45  ¢.6000
All the Year Round

Armadale (1864-6) in c.300000 20 ¢.15000 - -
Cornhill

Heart and Science (1882-3) in c.130000 11 ¢c12000 28 ¢.4000
Belgravia/ e.g. Liverpool Weekly Post

The Legacy of Cain  (1888) in e.g. €.120 000 - - 21 ¢.5500

Sheffield Weeklylndpendent
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210 MASTER HUNTHREY'S CLOCK.

gone,  Sorrow was dead indeed in her, but peace and porfect happinces wero
born: imaged in hee teanquil beauty and profound repess,

And still lier former solf oy thers, unalbered. in ihis change.  Yes.  The
“f""-':" fireside had emilad upon that same ewest g 3% had pqs.'e{:ll lika a deeam
through haunts of mizery and cave ; atothe door of the poor soheolotaster on
the ERmmar ‘E"""'-'L"i'-"!': bofora the fumace fre L[MHL the eold wed ﬂigllt., at tha
still bodside of tho 1]}'i“§ bﬂ}', there had bean the some oxld J?e;rrvl;l[_',' look. o
shall wa know the angels in their mujesty, after death.

The old man held ane languid sym in his, and had the small hand tight
fulded to his bievast, for warmib. I6 was the hand sho had eteetehed oot fo
him with her Inst smile—the hand that had led him on throngh all their
wandorings:  Ever and anon he pressed it to his lips; then hogeed it to b
breagt sgsin, murmuring thut it was warmer now; amd a8 e said it he
looked, in agony, to these who stoed arand, as if anplosing them o help her.

Sha was dead, and past all help, or nead of it.  Tho ascient rooms she hod
soemed to Bl with life, cven while Jer own was waning. fast—the parden
she hud tended—the eyes she had gladdenid—the noiscless aumts of many »
thoughtfnl hour—the pathe she had trodden as it were but yosterdar—eauld
know hor no more.

“ T §5 oot ssid the schoslmnster, s he bent diwn bo kiss her on the

from Master Humphrey’s Clock, 30 January 1841



« Familiar in their Mouths as HOUSEHOLD WORDS."—snaxssrraze.

HOUSEHOLD WORDS.

A WEEKLY JOURNAL.
CONDUCTED BY CHARLES DICKENS.

NO-1.]

SATURDAY, MARCH 30, 1850.

[Price 24-

A PRELIMINARY WORD.

HE name that we have chosen for this
publication expresses, generally, the desire
we have at heart in originating it.

‘We aspire to live in the Household affec-
tions, and to be numbered among the House-
hold thoughts, of our readers. We hope to
be the comrade and friend of many thousands
of people, of both sexes, and of all ages and
conditions, on whose faces we may never look.
We seck to bring into innumerable homes,
from the stirring world around us, the know-
ledge of many social wonders, good and evil,
that are not calculated to render any of usless
ardently persevering in ourselves, less tolerant

. of one another, less faithful in the progress of

mankind, less thankful for the privilege of
living in this summer-dawn of time.

No mere utilitarian spirit, no iron binding of
the mind to grim realities, will give a harsh
tone to our Household Words. In the bosoms
of the young and old, of the well-to-do and of
the poor, we would tenderly cherish that light
of Fancy which is inherent in the human
breast ; which, according to its nurture, burns
with an inspiring flame, or sinks into a sullen
glare, but which (or woe betide that day !) can
never be extinguished. To show to all, that
in all familiar things, even in those which are
repellant on the surface, there is Romance
enough, if we will find it out:—to teach the
hardest workers at this whirling wheel of toil,
that their lot is not necessarily a moody, brutal
fact, excluded from the sympathies and graces
of imagination ; to bring the greater and the
lesser in degree, together, upon that wide field,
and mutually dispose them to a better ac-
quaintance and a kinder understanding—is
one main object of our Household Words.

The mightier inventions of this age are not,
to our thinking, all material, but have a kind
of souls in their stupendous bodies which may
find expression in Household Words. The
traveller whom we accompany on his railroad
or his steamboat journey, may gain, we hope,
some compensation for incidents which these
later generations have outlived, in new asso-

ciations with the Power that bears him on-
ward ; with the habitations and the ways of
life of crowds of his fellow creatures among
whom he passes like the wind ; even with the
towering chimneys he may see, spirting out
fire and smoke upon the prospect. The swart
glants, Slaves of the Lamp of Knowledge,
have their thousand and one tales, no less
than the Genii of the East ; and these, in all
their wild, grotesque, and fanciful aspects, in
all their many phases of endurance, in all their
many moving lessons of compassion and con-
sideration, we design to tell.

Our Household Words will not be echoes
of the present time alone, but of the past too.
Neither will they treat of the hopes, the
enterprises, triumphs, joys, and sorrows, of
this country only, but, in some degree, of those
of every nation upon earth. For nothing can
be a source of real interest in one of them,
without concerning all the rest. e

We have considered what an ambition it is
to be admitted into many homes with affec-
tion and confidence; to be regarded as a
friend by children and old people; to be
thought of in affliction and in happiness ;
to people the sick room with airy ;
‘that give delight and hurt not, and to be .
associated with the harmless laughter and
the gentle tears of many hearths. We know
the great responsibility of such a privilege ; its
vast reward ; the pictures that it conjures
up, in hours of solitary labour, of a mul-
titude moved by one sympathy ; the solemn
hopes which it awakens in the labourer’s
breast, that he may be free from self-re :
in looking back at last upon his work, and -
that his name may be remembered in his
race in time to come, and borne by the dear
objects of his love with pride. The hand that
writes these faltering lines, happily associated
with some Household Words before to-day, has
%inomx enough of such experiences to enter
ih an earnest spirit upon this new task, and
with an awakened sense of all that it involves,

Some tillers of the field into which We nOw

YOL. 1.

from Household Words, 30 March 1850




“THE STORY OF OUR LIVES FROM YEAR TO YEAR."—SHAKESFEARE.

ALL THE YEAR ROUND.

A WEEKLY

JOURNAL.

CONDUCTED BY CHARLES DICKENS.
WITH WHICH 1S INCORPORATED HOUSEHOLD WORDS.

N° 201.]

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 18G3.

[Price 2d.

A DARK NIGHTS WORK.

BY THE AUTHORESS OF “MARY BARTOR.”
_*-—
CHAPTER IX.

Rarer Cosser found it a very difficult thing
to keep down his curiosity during the next few
days. It was a miserable thing to have Elli-
nor’s unspoken secret severing them like a
phantom. But he had given her his word that
he would make no further inquiries from her.
Indeed, he thought he could well enough make
out the outline of past events; still, there was |
too much left to conjecture for his mind not to
be always busy on the subject. He felt inclined
to probe Mr. Wilkins, in their after-dinner con-
versation, in which his host was frank and lax
enough on many subjects. But once touch on
the name of Dunster, and Mr. Wilkins sank into
a kind of suspicious depression of spirits ;
talking little, and with evident caution; and
from time to time shooting furtive glances at his
interlocutor’s face. Ellinor was resolutely im-
pervious to any attempts of his to bring his con-
versations with her back to the subject which
more and more engrossed Ralph Corbet’s mind.
She had done Ler duty, as she understood it ; and
had received assurances which she was only too
clad to believe fondly with all the tender faith of
Ler heart. Whatever came to pass, Ralph’s love
would still be hers; nor was he unwarned of
what might come to pass in some dread future
day. So she shut her eyes to what might be in
store for her (and, after all, the chances wereim-
measurably in her favour) ; and she bent herself
with her whole strength into enjoying the pre-
sent. Day by day, Mr. Corbet’s spirits flagged.
He was, however, so generally uniform in the
tenor of his talk—never very merry, and always
avoiding any subject that misht call out deep
feeling either on his own, or any one else’s part,
that few people were aware of his changes of
mood. Ellinor felt them, though she would not
acknowledge them; it was bringing her too much
face to face with the great terror of her life.

One morning Ire announced the fact of his
brother’s approaching marriage; the wedding
was hastened on account of some impending
event in the duke’s family; and the home 'letter
hie had received that day, was to bid his presence

at Stokely Castle, and also to desire him to be at

home by a certain time, not very distant, in order
to look over the requisite legal papers, and to
give his assent to some of them. He gave
many reasons why this unlooked-for departure
of his was absolutely necessary; but no one
doubted it. He need not have allezed such re-
iterated excuses. The truth was, he was re-
strained and uncomfortable at Ford Bank ever
since Ellinor’s confidence. He could not rightly
calculate on the most desirable course for his
own interests, while his love for her was con-
stantly being renewed by her sweet presence.
Away from her, he could judge more wisely. Nor
did he allege any false reasons for his departure ;
but the sense of relief to himself was so great
at his recal home, that he was afraid of baving
it perceived by others; and so took the very
way which, if others had been as penefrating
as himself, would have betrayed him.

Mr. Wilkins, too, had begun to feel the restraint
of Ralph’s grave watchful presence. Ellinor was
not strong enough to be married ; nor was the
promised monecy forthcoming if she had been.
And to have a fellow dawdling about the house
all day, sauntering into the flower-garden, peex-
ing about everywhere, and having a kind of right
to put all manmer of unexpected questions, was
anything but agreeable. It was only Ellinor that
clung to his presence; clung as though some
shadow of what might happen before they met
again had fallen on her spirit. As soon as he
had left the house she flew up to a spare bed-
room window, to watch for the last glimpse of
the fly which was taking him into the town. And
then she kissed the part of the pane on which
his figure, waving an arm out of the carriage
window, bad last appeared; and went down
slowly to gather together all the things he had
last touched—the pen he had mended, the flower
he had played with, and to lock them up in the
little quaint cabinet that bad held her treasurcs
since she was a tiny child.

Miss Monro was, perhaps, very wise in pro-
posing the translation of a difficult part of Dante
for a distraction to Ellinor. The girl went meekly,
if reluctantly, to the task set her by her good
governess, and by-and-by her mind became braced
by the exertion.

Ralph’s people were not very slow in discover-
ing that something had not gone onquite smoothly
with him at Ford Bank. They knew his ways

YOL. IX.

201

from All the Year Round, 28 February 1863
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