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When Bentley’s Miscellany was first started, it was arranged that Mr. Charles Dickens should write a serial in it, and which was to
be illustrated by me; and in a conversation with him as to what the subject should be for the first serial, I suggested to Mr. Dickens
that he should write the life of a London boy, and strongly advised him to do this, assuring him that I would furnish him with the
subject and supply him with all characters, which my large experience of London life would enable me to do. My idea was to
raise a boy from a most humble position up to a high and respectable one.
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The Picturesque and Reality in Pictures from Italy
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