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ディケンズ後期小説における独身男性の表象 

 

 

序 

1. 逸脱する独身者 

2. energy の喪失 

3. 遅れるという感覚 

結び 

 

 

1. 

Many Victorian men married late or never, lived a bachelor existence, and spent their adult 

lives with only male friendships. The odd man, however, was not seen as a problem. His life 

could be one of dignity and honor, or, while he was young, of adventure and challenge. 

(Showalter 25) 

 

2. 

But bachelorhood as a preferred rather than enforced status was frowned on, since it 

suggested an abdication from patriarchy and an indifference to lineage and posterity. From 

1860s onwards men’s avoidance of marriage was blamed on two increasingly embarrassing 

social problems—the scourge of prostitution and the ‘surplus woman’. (Tosh 173) 

 

3. 

So, Twemlow goes home to Duke Street, St James’s, to take a plate of mutton broth with a 

chop in it, and a look at the marriage service, in order that he may cut in at the right place 

to-morrow; and ①he is low, and feels it dull over the livery stable-yard, and is distinctly 

aware of a dint in his heart, made by the most adorable of the adorable bridesmaids. For, the 

poor little harmless gentleman once had his fancy, like the rest of us, and she didn’t answer 

(as she often does not), and he thinks the adorable bridesmaid is like the fancy as she was 

then (which she is not at all), and that if the fancy had not married some one else for money, 

but had married him for love, he and she would have been happy (which they wouldn’t have 

been), and that she has a tenderness for him still (whereas her toughness is a proverb). 
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Brooding over the fire, with his dried little head in his dried little hands, and his dried little 

elbows on his dried little knees, Twemlow is melancholy. (OMF 121-22) 

 

4. 

‘No Adorable to bear me company here!’ thinks he. ‘No Adorable at the club! A waste, a 

waste, a waste, my Twemlow!’ And so drops asleep, and has galvanic starts all over him. 

(OMF 122) 

 

5. 

The airy folly of a boy’s love had found its way even into that house, and he had been as 

wretched under its hopelessness as if the house had been a castle of romance. Little more 

than a week ago at Marseilles, the face of the pretty girl from whom he had parted with 

regret, had had an unusual interest for him, and a tender hold upon him, because of some 

resemblance, real or imagined, to this first face that had soared out of his gloomy life into 

the bright glories of fancy. He leaned upon the sill of the long low window, and looking out 

upon the blackened forest of chimneys again, began to dream; for it had been the uniform 

tendency of this man’s life—so much was wanting in it to think about, so much that might 

have been better directed and happier to speculate upon—to make him a dreamer, after all. 

(LD 55-56) 

 

 6. 

He was twice her age. (He changed the leg he had crossed over the other, and tried the 

calculation again, but could not bring out the total at less.) He was twice her age. Well! He 

was young in appearance, young in health and strength, young in heart. A man was certainly 

not old at forty; and many men were not in circumstances to marry, or did not marry, until 

they had attained that time of life. On the other hand, the question was, not what he thought 

of the point, but what she thought of it. (LD 212) 

 

  7. 

The key words of the times were ‘thought’, ‘work’, and ‘progress’. (Briggs 9) 

 

8. 

‘My respected father has found, down in the parental neighbourhood, a wife for his not-

generally-respected son.’ (OMF 148) 

 

9. 

‘Not at all, I assure you. M. R. F. having always in the clearest manner provided (as he calls 

it) for his children by pre-arranging from the hour of the birth of each, and sometimes from 
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an earlier period, what the devoted little victim’s calling and course in life should be, M. R. 

F. pre-arranged for myself that I was to be the barrister I am (with the slight addition of an 

enormous practice, which has not accrued), and also the married man I am not.’ (OMF 149) 

     

10. 

‘My dear Mortimer, you have studied my character. Could I possibly go down there, labelled 

“ELIGIBLE. ON VIEW,” and meet the lady, similarly labelled? Anything to carry out M. 

R. F.’s arrangements, I am sure, with the greatest pleasure—except matrimony. Could I 

possibly support it? I, so soon bored, so constantly, so fatally?’ (OMF 149-50) 

 

11. 

‘Then idiots talk,’ said Eugene, leaning back, folding his arms, smoking with his eyes shut, 

and speaking slightly through his nose, ‘of Energy. If there is a word in the dictionary under 

any letter from A to Z that I abominate, it is energy. It is such a conventional superstition, 

such parrot gabble! What the deuce! Am I to rush out into the street, collar the first man of 

a wealthy appearance that I meet, shake him, and say, “Go to law upon the spot, you dog, 

and retain me, or I’ll be the death of you”? Yet that would be energy.’ (OMF 29-30) 

 

12. 

Energy enables a man to force his way through irksome drudgery and dry details, and carries 

him onward and upward in every station in life. (Smiles 213) 

 

13. 

Again and again the dichotomies of energy and repose, intellect and feeling, resolution and 

adaptability, were seen to divide humankind into two quite different elements. The feminine 

home was the place for nurture and love, the masculine world for restless energy and 

rationality. (Tosh 47) 

 

14. 

‘It’ll be a very hard thing, Liz, if, when I am trying my best to get up in the world, you pull 

me back.’ 

‘I, Charley?’ 

‘Yes, you, Liz. Why can’t you let bygones be bygones? Why can’t you, as Mr Headstone 

said to me this very evening about another matter, leave well alone? What we have got to 

do, is, to turn our faces full in our new direction, and keep straight on.’ (OMF 227) 
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