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Dickens’s Novels as a Criticism of the Educational Reform in the 1980s:
An Adaptation in Roald Dahl’s Matilda
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® (Quotations [All underlines mine.]
L Ug 2 N THOBERR: MEARHIE & EWEE
1. teacher-training college & 7 1 7 > XD HHERIB L
Dickens found an ally in his promotion of non-sectarian education and concern for the poor and

deprived in James Kay-Shuttleworth (1804-77), a former assistant poor-law commissioner,

statistician, and critic of the monitorial system, who in 1849 became the first secretary of the

Committee of the Privy Council on Education, and laid the foundation for a national system of

popular education. He opened the first teacher-training college (in Battersea, 1840)[.] . . .
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2.

[Dickens] became one of their most prominent supporters, though he was also aware of their

limitation—particularly the lack of qualified teaching staff. (Schlicke 215)

77 U7 SEE 2 S 4172 object lesson
While Kay-Shuttleworth’s influence and expertise were recognized by . . . Dickens, there were other
issues on which . . . Dickens diverged—particularly educational methods, school inspections, and

teacher training. One strategy singled out by Dickens for criticism in Hard Times was the object

lesson, originally conceived by the Swiss educationalist Johann Pestalozzi (1746-1827) . . ., but
distorted in its translation to England by Charles and Elizabeth Mayo particularly through the latter’s
Lessons on Objects (1831). . .. Kay-Shuttleworth helped to popularize the object lesson by including

it in the curriculum for his Battersea teacher-training college, which then became the model for many
others. (Schlicke 215)

£ B A7z object lesson DAE
Indeed, Dr. Mayo himself observed in his preface to his sister’s manual that endevours were being

made in certain quarters to adopt and adapt the form of the Pestalizzian method. Unfortunately, the

form was already overshadowing the true Pestalozzian spirit. That this was so evidenced even in

the manual, . . . by such phrases as those which affirmed that the lessons had “the solid advantage

of ascertained practicability and demonstrated usefulness” over . . . “ingenious imagination[.]”
(Manning 130).

. T4 ADY 47 b THIZHE A

1.

27 4T =R LD EMMEEROHAT

‘We go upon the practical mode of teaching, Nickleby; the regular education system. C-l-e-a-n,

clean, verb active, to make bright, to scour. W-i-n, win, d-e-r, der, winder, a casement. When the
boy knows this out of book, he goes and does it.’

... “Third boy, what’s a horse?’

‘A beast, sir,’ replied the boy.

... ‘Ahorse is a quadruped, and quadruped’s Latin for beast, as everyone that’s gone through

the grammar knows, or else where’s the use of having grammars at all?’ (Dickens, NN 100)

A 4T —=RAD%ME: 7Ty RTTA R
‘Bitzer,” said Thomas Gradgrind. ‘Your definition of a horse.’

‘Quadruped. Graminivorous. Forty teeth, namely twenty-four grinders, four eye-teeth, and

twelve incisive. . . . Age known by marks in mouth.’

Thus (and much more) Bitzer.

‘Now girl number twenty,” said Gradgrind. “You know what a horse is.” (Dickens, HT 25)
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3.

FEAEED I T v FTTA R
Now, what I want is, Facts. Teach these boys and girls nothing but Facts. Facts alone are wanted in
life. (Dickens, HT 47)

BRI AEPE SN D HENT=
[M’Choakumchild] and some one hundred and forty other schoolmasters, had been lately turned at
the same time, in the same factory, on the same principles, like so many pianoforte legs.

(Dickens, HT 72)

1. 1980 AF Bk TIHFEOEA L FROFEDIA AL

1.

EED VX2 LOEA
we should now move quickly to a national curriculum . . . our school curriculum is not as good as
it could be and needs to be . . . we need to move nearer to the kind of arrangements which other

European countries operate with success (Baker qtd. in Ross 60)

EEHY =7 28EAIK DA

Since the 1988 Education Reform Act, it has been a statutory requirement, in England and Wales,
for teachers to assess their pupils at the end of each of the four key stages of education (i.c., at the
ages of 7, 11, 14 and 16 years) (Jones 95)

fact-cramming (FHEFEDIALT) 7e#HE
Mentors maintained that “Teachers of secondary pupils teach subjects to children . . . I think that’s

the difference. They push facts in. . . . You could teach children anything in order to pass tests, but

that’s not teaching. It would be more like a factory . . . It’s ignoring all the stuff that we know

about, the social and the emotional . . . all that stuff” (Maynard 39)

H—/b & 1988 FEEH SR

In 1988, the then Education Minister, Kenneth Baker, invited Dahl to join the most recent of the
Conservative Party’s ever-changing working committees on English teaching. This was his best
chance of making a mark with the medal giver, but . . . after the first meeting, he never returned
and was finally persuaded to resign. He told the chairman, Professor Brian Cox . . . that

circumstances had changed since he was at school in the 1920s. (Treglown 267)

[[]n the English-teaching debate, he wasn’t unequivocally on the same side as the Conservative

power-that-were. . . . Matilda, which was published in the same year as Dahl’s resignation from

the Baker-Cox committee, is among other things onslaught on Gradgrindian teaching methods.
(Treglown 268)
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IV. =N LDT 4 AT X T T —a v

1. A7 4T —ADEFEE N7 U FINER
Read Nicholas Nickleby, Miss Honey, by Mr Dickens. Read about Mr Wackford Squeers, the
admirable headmaster of Dotheboys Hall. He knew how to handle the little brutes, didn’t he!
(Dahl, Matilda 156)
2. FOIALBEOBIEAL: T F T NOEE
The Trunchbull was shouting, “The word ‘what’ is spelled W...H...A ... T. Now spell it, you
little wart!”
Eric didn’t hesitate. He had learnt from watching Rupert a few minutes before that the quicker you
answered the quicker you were released. “W ... H...A...T”, he squealed, “spell what!”
Still holding him by the ears, the Trunchbull lowered him back into his chair behind his desk. . . .
“That’s the way to make them learn, Miss Honey,” she said. “You take it from me, it’s no good

just telling them. You’ve got to hammer it into them.” (Dahl, Matilda 155)

3. MESNDYWHELFOBEEh IR - N=—OHFRE
“Humph!” she snorted. “And I suppose Miss Honey wasted the whole of one lesson teaching
you to spell that one single word?”
“Oh no, she didn’t,” piped Nigel. “Miss Honey taught it to us in three minutes so we’ll never
forget it. She teaches us lots of words in three minutes.”
“And what exactly is this magic method, Miss Honey?”” asked the Headmistress.
“I’ll show you,” piped up the brave Nigel again, coming to Miss Honey’s rescue. . . .
“Here it is,” Nigel said.
“Mrs D, Mrs I, Mrs FFI
Mrs C, Mrs U, Mrs LTY.
That spells difficulty.”
“How perfectly ridiculous!” snorted the Trunchbull. “Why are all these women married? And
you’re not meant to teach poetry when you’re teaching spelling. Cut it out in future, Miss Honey.”

(Dahl, Matilda 147)

4, BEEKRKEDONTZ o F T
Now most head teachers are chosen because they possess a number of fine qualities. They
understand children and they have the children’s best interests at heart. . . . [T]hey are deeply
interested in education. Miss Trunchbull possessed none of these qualities and how she ever got

her present job was a mystery. (Dahl, Matilda 82)
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® Conclusion
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