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It chanced at that moment, that the justices of the peace for Middlesex
proclaimed by public placard that they stood in need of a female turnkey for
the County Bridewell, and appointed a day and hour for the inspection of
candidates. Miss Miggs, attending at the time appointed, was instantly chosen
and selected from one hundred and twenty—four competitors, and at once
promoted to the office; which she held until her decease, more than thirty

years afterwards, remaining single all that time.(Barnaby Rudge 684-85)
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Many of those who come on trial, notwithstanding that the stipend is good,
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This Miggs was a tall young lady, very much addicted to pattens in private

life; slender and shrewish, of a rather uncomfortable figure, and though not

absolutely ill~looking, of a sharp and acid visage. (64)
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