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The kettle began it! Don’t tell me what Mrs. Peerybingle said. I know better.(?’
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‘And it’s sure to bring us good fortune, John! It always has done so. To have a

Cricket on the Hearth, is the luckiest thing in all the world!” ¢®
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‘...and I love the Cricket for its sake!’®
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‘Bah! what’s home?’ cried Tackleton. ‘Four walls and a ceiling! (why don’t you kill
that Cricket? I would! I always do. I hate their noise.) There are four walls and a
ceiling at my house. Come to me!’

“You kill your Crickets, eh?’ said John.

‘Scrunch ’em, sir,” returned the other, setting his heel heavily on the floor.!”
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And the Cricket and the kettle, turning up again, acknowledged it! The bright fire,
blazing up again, acknowledged it! The little Mower on the clock, in his unheeded
work, acknowledged it! The Carrier, in his smoothing forehead and expanding face,

acknowledged it, the readiest of all.‘®
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And as he soberly and thouthtfully puffed at his old pipe; and as the Dutch clock
ticked ; and as the red fire gleamed ; and as the Cricket chirped; that Genius of his
Hearth and Home (for such the Cricket was) came out, in fairy shape, into the room,

and summoned many forms of Home about him. Dots of all ages, ...*’
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And as the Cricket showed him all these things—he saw them plainly, though his
eyes were fixed upon the fire—the Carrier’s heart grew light and happy, and he
thanked his Household Gods with all his might, and cared no more for Gruff and

Tackleton than you do."”
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Caleb was no sorcerer, but in the only magic art that still remanins to us, the magic
of devoted, deathless love, Nature had been the mistress of his study; and from her

teaching all the wonder came. "
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But he too had a Cricket on his Hearth; and listening sadly to its music when the
motherless Blind Child was very young, that Spirit had inspired him with the thought
that even her great deprivation might be almost changed into a blessing, and the girl

made happy by these little means.®?
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‘Heaven bless her!” said the Carrier, ‘for the cheerful constancy with which she

tried to keep the knowledge of this from me! And Heaven help me, that, in my slow
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mind, I have not found it out before! Poor child! Poor Dot! I not to find it out, who
have seen her eyes fill with tears, when such a marriage as our own was spoken of! I,
who have seen the secret trembling on her lips a hundred times, and never suspected
it till last night! Poor girl! That I could not hope she would be fond of me! That I

could ever believe she was!’®™®
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She(=blind Mary) heard the Cricket—voice more plainly soon, and was conscious,

through her blindness, of the Presence hovering about her father. ©
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‘It is my sight restored. It is my sight!” she cried. ‘I have been blind, and now my
eyes are open. I never knew him! To think I might have died, and never truly seen
the father who has been so loving to me!’

There were no words for Caleb’s emotion.“®
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‘...All are here in you. Nothing is dead to me. The soul of all that was most dear to
me is here—here, with the worn face, and the gray head. And I am NOT blind, fa-

ther, any longer!”®”
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‘I mean, that as I can make allowance for your being vexed, returned the other,
with a smile, ‘I am as deaf to harsh discourse this morning, as I was to all discourse

last night.”®
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‘No; keep there, please, John! When I laugh at you, as I sometimes do, John, and
call you clumsy and a dear old goose, and names of that sort, it’s because I love you,
John, so well, and take such pleasure in your ways, and wouldn’t see you altered in

the least respect to have you made a King to-morrow.”"
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Oh Mother Nature, give thy children the true poetry of heart that hid itself in this
poor Carrier’s breast—he was but a Carrier by the way—and we can bear to have
them talking prose, and leading lives of prose; and bear to bless thee for their com-

pany! (20)
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..while a couple of professional assistants, hastily called in from somewhere in the
neighbourhood, as on a point of life or death, ran against each other in all the door-
ways and round all the corners, and everybody tumbled over Tilly Slowboy and the

Baby, everywhere. @V
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...such as an amiable mastiff might be supposed to show, if he found himself, one day,

the father of a young canary. ®
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He had gone with the cart to its journey’s end, very much disgusted with the absence
of his master, and stupendously rebellious to the Deputy. ...But suddenly yielding to
the conviction that the Deputy was a humbug, and must be abandoned, he had got up

again, turned tail, and come home. ®
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Boxer, by the way, made certain delicate distinctions of his own, in his com-
munication with Bertha, which persuade me fully that he knew her to be blind. He
never sought to attract her attention by looking at her, as he often did with other
people, but touched her invariably. What experience he could ever have had of blind
people or blind dogs, I don’t know. He had never lived with a blind master; nor had
Mr. Boxer the elder, nor Mrs. Boxer, nor any of his respectable family on either side,
ever been visited with blindness, that I am aware of. He may have found it out for
himself, perhaps, but he had got hold of it somehow ; and therefore he had hold of
Bertha too, by the skirt, and kept hold, until Mrs. Peerybingle and the Baby, and

Miss Slowboy, and the basket, were all got safely within doors.®¥
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Hark! how the Cricket joins the music with its Chirp, Chirp, Chirp; and how the

kettle hums! ®
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..J am left alone. A Cricket sings upon the Hearth; a broken child’s-toy lies upon

the ground ; and nothing else remains.®
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