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But under this difficulty, as under all the
other defficulties of my journey seemed to be
sustained and led on by my fanciful picture of
my mother in her youth, before I came into the

world. It always kept me company. It was there

among the hops, when I lay down to sleep; it

Rochester KEe&

was with me on walking in the morning; it went
all day before me. I have associated it, ever
since, with the sunny street of Canterbury,
dozing as it were in the hot light; and with the
sight of its old houses and gateways, and the
stately, grey Cathedral, with the rooks sailing

round the towers.
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The little narrow, crooked town of Dover hid
itself away from the beach, and ran its head
into the chalk cliffs, like a marine ostrich.
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My school days! The silent gliding on of my
existence —— the unseen, unfelt progress of
my life —— from childhood up to youth! Let
me think, as I look back upon the flowing
water, now a dry channel overgrown with

leaves, whether there are marks along its

Dover M (EMZEF:L ) (CMiss Betsyd RAREE N TWVDS,)

xiv  [DIRFN-7—Y]

NI | -El ectronic Library Service



Sapporo University

course, by which I can remember how it ran.
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A moment, and I occupy my place in the
Cathedral, whene we all went together, every
Sunday morning, assembling first at school for
that purpose. The earthy smell, the sunless air,
the sensation of the world being shut out, the
resounding of the organ through the black and
white arched galleries and aisles, are wings that
take me back, and hold me hovering above

those days, in a half-sleeping and half-waking

dream.
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