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David Copperfield, the Height of Prose Art .

—— with Special Reference to David's Recognition of the Reality —
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There is something to me, even now. in the reflection that he | David's father | never saw me :
and something stranger yet in the shadowy remembrance that I have of my first childish asso-
ciations with his whiteigravestone in the churchyard. and of the indefinable compassion I used
to feel for it lying out alone there in the dark night; when our little pariour was warm-and
bright with fire and candle, and the ‘doors of our house were—— almost cruelly. it seemed:to

* me sometimes —— bolted and locked against it. - R (2) -
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“My brother Joe was his [ Ham's | father,” said Mr. Peggotty.
“Dead, Mr. Peggotty ?" I hinted, after a respectful pause.
“Drowndead,” said Mr. Peggotty. . . ) (32)
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“Little Em'ly,” I said, glancing at her. “She is your daughter, isn’t she, Mr. Peggotty ?”
“No, sir. My brother-in-law, Tom, was her father.” :

I couldn’t help it. “—— Dead, Mr. Peggotty ?" I hinted, after another respectful silence.
“Drowndead,” said Mr. Peggotty. (33)
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“How can you be so aggravating ... as to talk in such an unjust manner ! How can you go on as
if it was all settled and arranged, Peggotty, when I tell you over and over again, you cruel thing,
that beyond the commonest civilities nothing has passeci ! You talk of admiration. What am 1 to
do ? If people are so silly as to indulge the sentiment, is it my fault ? What am [ to do, I ask you
? Would you with me to shave my head and black m‘y face, or disfigure myself with a burn, or a
scald, or something of that sort ? I dare say you'd quite enjoy 1t ' (20)
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“Am I a naughty mama to you, Davy ? Am I a nasty, cruel, selfish, bad mama ? Say I am, my
child ; say “yes,” dear boy, and Peggotty will love you ; and Peggotty’s love is a great deal better
than mine, Davy. I don’t love you at all, do 1 ?" : (20)
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“And who's this shaver ?” said one of the gentleman, taking hold of me.
“That’s Davy,” returned Mr. Murdstone. '
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“Davy who ?" said the gentleman. “Jones ?"

“Copperfield,” said Mr. Murdstone. .

“What ! Bewitching Mrs. Copperfield's incumbrance ?" cried the gentleman. “The pretty little
widow?" o

“Quinion,” said Mr. Murdstone, “take care, if you please. Somebody's sharp.”

“Who is ?"-asked the gentleman, laughing.
" 1 looked up, quickly ; being curious to know.

“Only Brooks of Sheffield,” said Mr. Murdstone.

I was quite relieved to find that it was only Brooks of Sheffield ; for, at first, I really thought it
was [. ‘ _ , (23)

Mr. Quinion said he would ring the bell for some sherry in which to drink to Brooks. This he did;
and when the wine came, he made me have a little, with a biscuit, and, before I drank it, stand up
and say, “Confusion to Brooks of Sheffield " The toast was received with great applause, and.such
hearty laughter that it made me laugh too ; at which they laughed the more. In short, we quite en-
joyed ourselves. (23)
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“What‘was it they [the three gentlemen ] said, Davy ? Tell me again. I can't believe it.”

“‘Bewitching —" I began. .

My mother put her hands upon my lips to stop me.

“It was never bewitching,” she said, laughing. “It never could have been bewitching, Davy.
Now I know it wasn't!I”

“Yes, it was. ‘Bewitching Mrs. Copperfield,” I repeated stoutly. “And, ‘pretty."”
“No, no, it was never pretty. Not pretty,” interposed my mother, laying her fingers on my lips
again. ' :

“Yes it was. ‘Pretty little widow.”

“What foolish, impudent creatures !" cried my mother, laughing and covering her face. “What

”

ridiculous men! An’t they ? Davy dear
“Well, Ma.” .
“Don't tell Peggotty ; she might be angry with them. I am dreadfully angry with them myself;
but I would rather Peggotty didn't know.”
I promised, of course ; and we kissed one another over and over again, and I soon fell fast
asleep. : (25)
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“You have got a Pa! ... A new one,” said Peggotty.
“A new one ?” ‘ ’ (42)
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“What is going to be done with me, Peggotty dear ? Do you know ?”
“School. Near London,” was Peggotty's answer. (60)

... 1 asked the carrier if he was going all the way ? -~
“All the way where ?” inquired the carrier. o (64)

“Near London,” 1 said.
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“I beg your pardon, sir,” says I, “if you please, I'm lbdking'for the dog.”

“Dog ?" says he | Mr. Mell |. “What dog ?" l

“Isn’t it a dog, sir ?"

“Isn’t what a dog ?”

“That's to be taken care of, sir ; that bites ?”

“No, Copperfield,” says he, gravely, “that’s not a dog. That’s a boy. My instructions are, Cop-
perfield, to put this placard on your back. I am sorry to make such é beginning with you, but |
must do it." ) L (78)
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There was an old door in this playground, on which the boys had a custom of carving their
names. It was completely covered with such inscriptions. In my ‘dread of the end of the vacation
and their coming back, I could not read a boy's name, without inquiring in what tone and with
what emphasis he would read, “Take care of him. He bites.” There was one boy —— a certain J.
Steerforth—— who cut his name very deep and véry often, who 1 conceived, would read it in a
rather strong voice, and afterwards pull my hair. There was another ‘boy, one Tommy Traddles,
who I dreaded would make game of it, and pretend to be dreadfully frightened of me. (79)

ETANBEICE, FRRRELL V) LY, RiICEoThh s, IITh David 25, BH b
(8)
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RVWEBEORCREDHOE MO SNAZ LITLoT, LEl, HAFSEIBERSLTVL
Bk (03 ) AOZREEABCTHEF LR, HELRLV) bIHA S EK). #HTES
22l Y, TOZEN David L& s TRWEEIE % 5, ' '
EFECHT AN, Lo TLEIOND, B, H2EKRTIE, HEOHEYZRELT
BRTDLDTHDH, ERITHLIELE, BELR VB 2ERETLHEIH D, NI
LbEBbEARELERL % 5, HITFHROBER, AXOBBRID LV, ERFKLS
AH6NT, BEREPOR > TRIGEENE V. LzHoT, BEOERLEDLT 2B EORH
b X WV R ERIHFLIIHEES > BOSRI, FHOLVARLAWEEIIL - TETIT
SLBATITLDTHD, LHELTHRELARACS SOMADZVDIF TR RV, HELEMH
REOFXF v v 7%, TS LB LETEELZAYD Mr. Micawber T& 8, David 25 DA
WICHES L) L BE, HEZRLSEIROMBIIOVTOMEEFIIDITAI L EHI)
BHFLTVDBEDTHE, I WH 5 TAE David i3, NE~NOE-F L HRIED D 2% H,)
Murdstone and Grinby D EE~NERIZ R 6 3 N7z David 12, £ 2 THE o 72 Micawber RIS,
“Mrs. Micawber's Boarding Establishment for Young Ladies” £ W I FEMEHL L T i 45, RAD
ECANRBHEERERTVWAETFIE 2L, TLER, TAZEMEILTVERZVDIZRT <,
BHEBZ 256 b Mr. Micawber BEHF B VO EVREBRTHAI LIV LFRIE &N HEIwTw
5, 2% Y, HE&E~IZ) WS R David iX, BAWFRFo T/ —SE+ B LBl —
RETEL CHEEMEYLTET LI BBREELE, SEIBOAYIIOVT, TOFHLORS
BEBREOMOBREROI2B+HLHD LD TH B, ,

»@Euﬂﬁk,mwmsﬂﬁfbﬁbo%bf,%7“56@&L1mﬂﬁ David Copperfield
VISR, EEEABEDOEEIZONT, EWFABE*HEICSE LTINS, Mr. Micawber ®
& T B~% 5 TH/: Captain Hopkins 2%, FRARETIHBEBLA4 &HA LT HFEICONWT
David i,

I remember a certain luscious roll he gave to such phrases as “The people’s representatives in
Parliament assembled”, “Your petitioners therefore humbly approach your honourable house,”
“His gracious Majesty’s unfortunate subjects,” as if the words were something real in his mouth,
and delicious to taste. : : - (169)

twiﬁﬁu%enaxéu,ﬁwﬁ@%ﬁ&awvéa#,::?u @A@%ﬁ#‘ﬁéaﬁ
WEBEFEDEEIZE s TENIZEER SN B H &V Dickens DREDT—< %, HFEND L
IBBTHXEMHCRBLLI ELTw 2w )MEIEBROND, BROKRHR (FNH4IC
HBEBEOHVWLDTHHIIL), BEMBIICL LSO TR TNER LT, RICERNZE
RERTHH%6E, {MLhy, 20ZESF, SHEOBHOFCRDbAEL ZLREVEV, B
RUESEICL->TEALNEDTHY, LALEER, FEORARBCRE-TE 0%, FHENE
CEFETEL L DLY, ADHILESOT, £)VHIEKRT, EBRILELOTHDL —
Dickens D EERML, FITELTVL LI ICEDLAEDTH 5, “If anything turned up”
&V & F )AL, Mr. Micawber (2 & » THERRBEFE 20D 0)’(‘3) B, Kk, EEZ
DHYDIZE-T, FOIELTHENEMETN, TREBTVHIICEDRL, TDOI L,

Captain Hopkins b [FACH 5, MADEREIL, HEAYE L TH oSN BBR L EL HEA
%3 I Lif, Dickens HHRH TV I LIdFEN4, RBICHEE, MEQRREY, FESE TH
SR BVEEET, RALT2AYOTENEBE VIR TELATHEILERELLZNOTSH

(9)
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David DVEM OB E, Dover DABD & ZANFRTITC I EILE 0T, —2DKELLE
NEF526N0%, £ LTHED, FH6 LOBREZBMOARS ALK LVOREFE, —LET
EBHLDTRLYEETSL, EniZ kiR, FOTLIWEBbha, LA L, IhLlE, SEIC
bEENAINZY T 7Oy FOMICEYREARE L David Ik 5T, THEED D I3E
DThHb, SONEDOHET, David IKBE O NAKELZREHE, BEDLSEBE~NVZLFEDN)
bOWIERNT ELLICRETSCbNENL S, DVIHOENERMT 5, &) Rk MH
Th5, o -

Dora & DFEIEDEE#ERHCHT 5 BIT 72 David 12, BEASBEEMLEEEMA, 2N %, David
NDEBREHOETH-T, #F0OI Lit, BHOBHIIWS L b EVEANRLZVECHENEREIC
kbt b, KICFIHT 5FE David & 188 Betsey Trowood NDEEFE, EVUAERBRE*ET, Ly
CEABETRELHIEY LAFEORAL, VI LMREEMORNATE 2 WFEOMOBHEE,
BEORN LY, AT LILBRELALET NS,

“... we love one another truly, [ am sure. If I thought Dora could ever love anybody else, or cease
to love me ; or that I could ever love anybody else, or cease to love her ; I don't know what I
should do — go out of my mind, I think !” _

“Ah, Trot ! said my aunt, shaking her head, and smiling gravely, “blind, blind, blind {"

“Some one that I know, Trot,” my aunt pursued, after a pause, “though of a very pliant dis-
position, has an earnestness of affection in him that reminds me of poor Baby. Earnestness is
what that Somebody must look for, to sustain him and improve him, Trot. Deep, downright,
faithful earnestness.” , (504)

TAOBOD, BECHTHERR, CORBCBVTRENGHREELT VS, Lhb 0o
FEDLODTEHEIZLTWAEDIE, ZAOBOBBY, IS EILELIILRBOLNLZVLD
Tharitt, _ADSBRRJOMBEOLDILL > THESETWAL I LD LIZH 5, "you fancy
yourself in love!I” &£ W 3 AR O EIES, David i2& o TRME D BN 5720 TH Y (David D
“Fancy, aunt I I exclaimed, as red as I could be. ‘I adore her with my whole soul” & W5 Kb % R
L), COFEL O b > LABOEELIES T 5 I L OFIC, David DBRDFEHFRbIR TV 5,
LA L, oLz, o, RAENED L HIZEN A (. without knowing why, I felt a vague
unhappy loss or want of something overshadow me like a cloud.”(504)), # L T ® T&E, i3, #
F0 David (0% WEENF) DHICH, Dora & DS - M4 TEOBEE - Dora DFE— S 6D
BOHNDO LIS, RRRICP P o TVREDTHD, KEHFTDER, (4, EhoTREIIZLES
o HEBOEEICR, AERBRPORIFVTFREFIDLATVE, TLT, €50 EKE
o AEETHHLLE, David ORT, FHICHET 5 ALK, MEL &b, Bhshkyn
PED, BBOEF David DLICETRA-TI LV, 202 EBE, BEIRL (Chho T,
72426 S %, “blind, blind, blind” & \» ) BB E b OHRTEE, HRLHRTT, HIELA%5,
BERIVIRHESN/A-DTH o 72 David #F “we love one another truly, I am sure” & v» 3 2,
love LWIBEEFoTwBEDIIX LT, BEIL affection £ WHIBEFIF > TV BE I LIZLER
L7cv, 2LTOEDOERNEZL, %I Dora DXEIBIELHER, Hhko—0HyRL L
.o 7= Miss Lavinia & Miss Clarissa D & & A, KEBOMERIZIT o 72 David 2%, SOHFW L4 —1
FIZLOMTRbTREOTIZS B ON B, Miss Lavinia DFELEZE L T & o THTE, %

(10)
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#ﬁ@%@ﬁuowrﬁ&éﬁoﬁﬁwﬁﬁu3bbfﬁ§&6@?%6:tﬁb#by%@:t
it, David DERLOMBILL s THLPICTAZENTEL, MBENSHES, TEOGFRICE
AYDHTAHAEL I,

Miss Lavinia : We have no reason to doubt, Mr. Copperfield, ... that you have an affection or

are fully persuaded that you have an affection for our niece.

David : Nobody had ever loved anybody else as I loved Dora. -
Miss Lavinia : We have no doubt that you think you like her very much.
David : Think, ma'am, oh!...

EVEORENL 2 HBOTBA~DELEIZ, Miss Lavinia D b o Tl > 2 FERBOFIC, RICTF%R
(VAT TWDE, FLTEEROBEELSESH VL, “love” &) FHELERT 5 David DF
BEMBERT LI THEH, COMBREFOHIPE LTOXKIL, —DDREHO L) LK
BEhTwa 23 ThoT, 5% Dickens DERIE, David DBRY BT 523 T L, HEN
HSOBR+BAMLEBLZVI LI HHOFOREN ZHEMMBHLLEVIZ L E, —DDEKRE
LTRTIEH 572D Tid v, £ FZ THNIT “the light inclinations of very young people”
% “the likings, or imaginary likings” & V> 9 Miss Lavinia DRKIRIZA b A FERA, €D % % David
o : .

I thought I perceived that Miss Lavinia would have uncommon satisfaction in superintending
two young lovers, like Dora and me ; ... This gave me courage to protest most vehemently that I
loved Dora better than I could tell, or any one believe ; that all my friends knew how I loved her
. that my aunt, Agnes, Traddles, every one who knew rﬁe, knew how I loved her, and how ear-
nest my love had made me. (597 —598)

LOIBIIRPENS L) BERE, BUBESEEEA TV IENbr b, KL, IOHE, B
DEE, BOICHFOBEN Y RBT 5 HBO David 2 B2 CBED TV b, Fhi, BEEROR
KT, love LW BEN, BFEFE Lo TwBEI LD LRD, BT, AHOERALTEEL,
uui&&ﬁe&b#iorwabwfaa LAL, %D T8, #EHRL, HERX0B 2l H

EhFu, guvxmoi%%hbrw o HIZ; B David E—RICLBZNDTHH, BIE
Bi?f‘%llvbﬁﬁb *XBE LMD B — ' ‘

Yes ! am going to be married to Dora' Miss Lavinia and Miss Clarissa have given their consent
(627)

% L T “Nothing is real” (629) &\ E&iffid, —RBHEOHEDO DD, FhL b BEOLDOH, K
Aldtodiv, 20, BEOEEBLZHDCIRINLFECL > THERFDL > L HDTHS
LR, 1175, ENEBVEHTHREOBIFILE TS, FOLILEDENLTHD, HEF
David 3 ZBEOHCER & h7ze £ 21213 Miss Lavinia 27857 L 7 “mature affection is modest and
mmu"SW)thaﬁim SEOLE LV, LAL, E)FE, ﬁf@@ﬁ# 3000HT
REt, BETHAIERTERVDOTHA, £, HOMOERNYBE L Vo THHTEL
W EERILTH B, BRYDERIL, “it lies in ambush, waits and waits™ (597) EwWH>EENT T

(11)
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2, SEIEIRRBMEPET, ETLEDTELLDTH Y, David I2 & o TENIL, Agnes ~D
EfThortid, BHOENYTH B,

David Cecil i David Copperfield 122\ T, BHDI0R—~ Vi, BETHINLLDOPTER
DEDREEVITLET>TWBEO, 1608~ T &) BB L BTN ET A6 T & 72H Cecil
IEEEBE L Ty 2 vaf, Oxford Nlustrated Dickens fR T, #h @ E+—HoLridF CIcfYT5,
2 % ) Murdstone-Grinby B ~ZBAIH & 172 David A%, Mr. Micawber & #]® THE ) FETH
Bo ORFDBFEIL, BALRLZLICELFIEAEVIIHEND, ENELETHE ) Ho

EiR, ToOBE+-BOLLHE, BTEFIIEVT, BLFHTH L David i1, 135 5HE,
HOELE D B IZ Rookery BN R THEADEBR Y 2L FH L T 728 Betsey Trotwood ¥ 72 & »
TEFDREK, Dover DIELDEA~7EN DL DTH A, TORBONEHTHEFLFOBD D
David DAL DR, EhLATEEKRE (Kb > THRD, $7, Betsey Trotwood i&, David O
HM—DBFEE L THERLEDS L, S6ICHEREHAL LT, Wickfield DEKXHEBLAZZIET
Agnes % Heep % Strong £EE 4, HLUVAWE D ERLICHE 5 TH o ThODAYL B, -
David DB T, ThEh4EHOH B EFEHL, ARHoBEoToy FERMAELIEELZ AP LT
Hb, COERPHIE, BALZDavid BHOOTTRTHELNTWELITITHENE, b6
D LBBAWEBIE, David & DEBROPT, David D LB TDETHIRTVLENTD
bo TN LM b 6T, i OHEKIE, KEIZDavid HEDHDO LD S BAEOAPOFD L~
ST BEMNC % 5 THF <o B2 1T Steerforth & Emily ®—1&, Strong XFE % o ¢ 5 BHE 1L, 4
770y bEEXZTEL, ﬁs#%n%nwxﬁwwmerﬁﬁaAimmu David E-5 o
JREE. (B2 4E, Dora & DIEIBE) LFEL ¢ &V ICHEBRIEN,

UEDC & #FRBET L, Cecil KEMNDI0—T & LD, ENVFE (TabbEALLBE
D David BE) #, BAOEVWILIERLHLPLT, OO TRHELE)OETERL TS
BALETEEAbNE ), FLTEEALOHREE, b L'David BHWCEHFEBL 2 &4 hid,
COWFHLORLECERELTITHIHEV RV, 2 L4442 Mr. Micawber % Barkis ® Heep d A4
ELTRAELNRTWAD, L2 L David BV BHOHPSMLER L4 CH, 208, S I3
DFEME FIC2 1T T2, M0ERG (FL THONH) THERE ATV WD 2 HOENEE
A, BXOBREFTA L) ZRBLEHENIR L TRLETLNTVWEDTH B,

EBTHLRRAEIE, — ZLTRBOIIEALREEOMELSICER LD TH
vyl oL, BEDAERLGHITLILE-TEDDW L, Bh LWL, REOETES
THMIL, FWLEREAEALZY T 26T, RALAKAOBSRLZAERBICL - TBL LIS A

Do B AANER S David DB L AL, ELWIELICELY, KOBR, ¥XT28EY, £
hiz, AXBSOREEDHEIC, BRI BMWESNDIBETDHY, David Copperfield DIEIRL
ﬁ%%#<%iu %@ﬁﬁ%ﬁlfasmttfrwmhmft%iav&aao

(1) George Orwell, ‘Charles Dickens' in Collected Essays, joumaltsm and Letters of George Orwell, Vol. 2
( Harmondsworth : Penguin, 1984), p. 465,

(2)  David Copperfield 7 & D 5| B i3 + ~X T The Oxford Illustrated chkens (London :Oxford U. P.,
1982) iRz & B, AL, SIAMRY ﬁ%“"kIELtoKgﬂeﬂﬂmimﬁﬁuoﬁaht
BFEIR- V1T, R

(3) Z D F 22T Randolph Quirk X EFEHEM L LEH» 5534 LTV %, ‘Charles Dickens, Linguist’
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B DB L L T D David Copperfield (4T)

in The Linguist and the English Language (London :Edward Arnold, 1974) pp. 24—5.

(4) BREO, e LTo-this, Bhsl, "ATEELREASTOALZLTLE S LEED
CRNL b, EoTHEPETEBIMIEOTIL, BRLIPFDRE, Lab, TTOZELERTTAICES
TRWITZV) EFHRIISVED 2 BT, BROBEROREN, ZEAMIRIEROFE,ALRT2
CEREOBHBALTVE LY IIBbNA, (—HEH - RHEE & FHN 5 Dickens DUBHE — TN
PhboFTbLo AT RONLAMBDEA),

(5) Fanciful as if 422> T it G.L. Brook, The Language of Dickens (London : Andre Deutsch, 1970), p.
33 1. Hillis Miller, Charles Dickens : The World of His Novels ( Cambridge : Mass., 1973), p. 152. # L. &,

(6) [U &S %Bd David 2 Salem DFERA~EL <& T, Mr. Barkis & “No sweethearts, I b'lieve 7"
& Miss Peggotty DT & ¢ ) % At S N/zBF, David Af “Sweetmeats did you say.?” LBl &3 & 2 A1
LEHED (64), BBEICHEBOHENCEAIEMNPEDOLEBB LB, A &, SITH
KADTIZDOWT, 3o &0 & LEEES 4 A — b7 %\ David A% sweethearts & V) FEICHEE -
rEBOLT IV, TAREANTWE, PEOR+TH% A A — 12 “no person walks with her” & B
P+ % ¥ Barkis AV,

(1) SbHIEBVI &, P.8TIIHBWT, David ¥ AL Salem OFROEFEL L DRNEET
& % Steerforth #* "I'll take care of you” & v*3) SEY David AT TCE o TV A I L THbH, BAEVS
Th, EfLHMET, David 8 Fo T NBAYIEDNAEV) T ERFFLVIETHY, Take
careof V) T L —XH, THEEEAS, LwIBKRTHELATWA I L, LI "RE2115, &)
HBRCELI TV & EXBHTEAY,

(8) ERFOTEEICHT o8 & v B EH» 5 1d, Stephen Ullman, Semantics : an Introduction to
the Science of Meaning ( Oxford : Basil Blackwell, 1983), p. 159 CE~XT W5 Z L HBE IR b, HEERD
THOTEL BB ABHELTELA2DREBELZEOTER ChH D, LA LEILEEFETY,
Dickens ¥ linguist & LT & & 2 7- Quirk i1k, ToO/NHK %, SEOKRM,» > AHMREEHL L
DTEHINLEXEELELTR TV 5, Quirk KiRIZE 5 v ) BRTOXEESOBELEORE BT
CNETRBEE5 L TRD, BIEFEICET 5 Dickens DRI, o3 T SE L/ h#ron5HEL S
2, Quirk BIRORIBE (p.27-29) IZFH LY.

(9) David Cecil, Early Victorian Novelists ( London : Constable & Co Ltd, 1980), p. 55.

(RBFI614E 9 A17H ZH)
(FBFI614E12.8 27 H RAT)
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