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NOTES
1. The Germ of Public Readings

1. Charles John Huffam Dickens was born at Landport near Ports-
mouth on 7th February 1812. He died at Gad’s Hill Place on 9th June
1870. Dickens’s remains were buried in the Poet’s Corner at Westmin-
ster Abbey.

2. CHARLES DICKENS: THE PUBLIC READINGS, edited by Philip
Collins, Oxford University Press, 1975.

3. John Forster, THE LIFE OF CHARLES DICKENS (1874). The
quotations in this article are from the Chapman and Hall edition
published in 1893. The first “public readings” were mentioned in Book
7th, II Home Incidents, pp. 443-444.

A CHRISTMAS CAROL (1843).
THE CRICKET ON THE HEARTH (1845).

6. “The result was an addition of between four and five hundred pounds
to the funds for establishment of the new Institute; and a prettily
worked flower-basket in silver, presented to Mrs. Dickens, com-
memorated these first public readings to nearly six thousand people”
(J. Forster, ibid., p. 443).

7. J. Forster, THE LIFE OF CHARLES DICKENS, Book First, IV
Newspaper Reporting and Writing, p. 39: “He went to the theatres
almost every night for a long time; studied and practised himself in
parts. . . .7

8. Paid Public Readings (cf. J. Forster, ibid., Book Eighth, p. 504).

9. «cf. J. Forster, ibid., Book Eighth, VII Third Series of Reading, pp.
538-546 and Book Eleventh, Last Reading 1868, pp. 621-623.

10. PICKWICK PAPERS, OLIVER TWIST, NICHOLAS NICKLEBY,
THE OLD CURIOSITY SHOP, BARNABY RUDGE, MARTIN
CHUZZLEWIT, DOMBEY AND SON, DAVID COPPERFIELD,
BLEAK HOUSE, HARD TIMES, LITTLE DORRIT.

11. Dickens first met Ellen Ternan, a young actress, in July 1857 and fell
in love with her. He was separated from his wife. cf. Angus Wilson,
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THE WORLD OF CHARLES DICKENS (1970), Chapter 5.

12. Dickens and his wife Catherine had ten children. Only one of them,
Dora had died young when they separated in 1858. Charles Culliford
Boz Dickens (1837-1896), Mary Dickens (1838-1896), Kate Macready
Dickens (1839-1929), Walter Landor Dickens (1841-1863), Francis
Jeffrey Dickens (1844-1886), Alfred Tennyson Dickens (1845-1912),
Sydney Smith Haldimand Dickens (1847-1872), Henry Fielding Dick-
ens (1849-1933), Dora Annie Dickens (1850-1851), Edward Bulwer
Lytton Dickens (1852-1902).

13. Referring to his marital unhappiness, he wrote: “I must do something,
or I shall wear my heart away” (cf. P. Collins, ibid, Introduction p.
XXi).

14. Dickens first met William Makepeace Thackeray in 1836 when he
offered to illustrate Pickwick for him. Dickens quarreled with
Thackeray over the YATES affair in 1858. Edmund Yates, a young
gossipy journalist, the son of a well-known actress, wrote an imperti-
nent hostile account of Thackeray. Dickens supported Yates’s appeal
to Dickens (cf. J. B. Priestley, CHARLES DICKENS, Thames and
Hudson, 1961, pp. 96-98).

15. Dickens bought Gad’s Hill Place in March 1856. cf. J. Forster, ibid,,
Book Eighth, Public Reader, III Gadshill Place, p. 507: It was at the
close of 1855 the negotiation for its purchase began. “They wouldn’t,”
he wrote 25th of November, “take £1700 for the Gadshill property,
but finally wanted £ 1800. I have finally offered £ 1750. It will require
an expenditure of about £ 300 more before yielding £100 a year.”

16. “The net profit to himself, thus far, had been upwards of three
hundred pounds a week; but this was nothing to the success in
Scotland, where his profit in a week, with all expenses paid, was five
hundred pounds” (J. Forster, ibid., p. 521).

17. A TALE OF TWO CITIES, GREAT EXPECTATIONS, OUR
MUTUAL FRIEND.

18. William Shakespeare (1564-1616) was a great impresario in the world
of drama. He was a dramatic poet, actor, director, dramatist, one of

NI | -El ectronic Library Service



Komazawa University

the owners of the Globe Theatre.

19. Charles Chaplin (1889-1977) was a comic impresario in the film world.
He was a greatest comedian, screen-writer, producer, director and
composer of film music.

20. Noel Coward (1899-1973) was a very versatile impresario.

He was an actor, playwright, producer, director, composer, singer,
short-story writer, and film star.

2. Dickens’s Affinities with the Theatre

21. DAVID COPPERFIELD (Oxford Illustrated Edition), Chapter 2, p. 16.

22. J. Forster, THE LIFE OF CHARLES DICKENS, Book First, III
School Days and Start in Life, pp. 33-34. “Dickens was always a
leader at these plays. . . . I quite remember Dickens on one occasion
heading us in Drummond Street in pretending to be poor boys, and
asking the passers-by for charity — especially old ladies.”
Edgar Johnson, CHARLES DICKENS: His Tragedy and Triumph,
Victor Gollancz, 1953, Chapter 2, The Happy Time, p. 14. “Charles
was fond of reciting, too, reading Dr. Watts’s THE VOICE OF THE
SLUGGARD, the admiring Mary recalled, ‘with such action and
attitudes!

23. Angus Wilson, THE WORLD OF CHARLES DICKENS (1970),
Chapter 1, Childhood, p. 9. “O! I know it’s coming! O! the Mask!”

24. “The Mask above all, though it speaks for the theatre and theatre
people, who were at the centre of much of Dickens’s delight in life
from his nursery years until his death, also speaks for the self-
deception, the deception of others, the hypocrisy, the play-acting both
hilarious and sinister” (A. Wilson, ibid., p. 10). 8IZRiz 7574 > X
Ry, ToTR 7400V 3F, BNEFRR EEH, 1979 p. 7).

25. A. Wilson, ibid., Life at Chatham, pp. 37-44.

26. A. Wilson, ibid., London, p. 49 (\2+f &% 3R, p. 37).

27. J. Forster, ibid., Book First, IV Newspaper Reporting and Writing, p.
39.

28. THE DICKENS THEATRICAL READER, edited by Edgar and
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Eleanor Johnson, Victor Gollancz, 1964, (Prologue, pp. 8-11).

29. Charles Mathews (1776-1835), best known for entertainments, known
as AT HOMES.

30. George Bartley, the Covent Garden stage manager (cf. THE DICK-
ENS THEATRICAL READER, p. 11. DICKENS THE DRAMA.-
TIST, by F. Dubrez Fawcett, W. H. Allen, 1952, p. 8).

31. “Literature owes much to this cold, for Dickens was a born actor and
if he had kept this appointment he might well have been engaged by
Mathews and Charles Kemble and then have spent the rest of his life
on the stage” (J. B. Priestley, CHARLES DICKENS, Thames and
Hudson, 1961, p. 16).

32. “His uncle John Henry Barrow had in 1828 started a new venture
called the MIRROR OF PARLIAMENT. ... The Barrows had begun
to realize that their young nephew had ability as well as ambition.
Somewhere early in 1832 he was taken on by his uncle’s paper,
probably as a supernumerary of some kind. Not only this, but in the
spring of the year a new sevenpenny evening newspaper, the TRUE
SUN, was inaugurated under the editorship of Samuel Laman Blan-
chard. Dickens became a member of the reporting staff of this paper
from its first day of publication, March 5, 1832 (E. Johnson, ibid., p.
61).

33. “A Dinner at Poplar Walk” in the MONTHLY MAGAZINE” (cf. E.
Johnson, ibid., p. 92).

34. “On January 31, 1835, the proprietor of the MORNING CHRONICLE
inaugurated an evening paper under the name of the EVENING
CHRONICLE. George Hogarth, their music critic, was made editor
of this new venture, and he asked Dickens to write for its first
number a sketch” (E. Johnson, ibid., p. 101).

35. Catherine Hogarth (1815-1879). Dickens married Catherine at St.
Luke’s Church, Chelsea, on 2 April 1836. Catharine had two sisters,
younger sister Georgina and the youngest Mary, five years younger
than Catharine.

36. SKETCHES BY BOZ (Collection of stories and sketches).
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37. Dickens and his family put on amateur theatricals on 27 April 1833 in
Bentinck Street, Manchester Square. The play was CLARI, THE
MAID OF MILAN, written by Payne and Bishop. A cast of fifteen
included Fanny as the heroine, Charles Dickens as her father, and Mr.
John Dickens as a farmer. (cf. F. D. Fawcett, ibid., p. 140. Edgar and
Eleanor Johnson, ibid., pp. 11-12).

38. Impresario: “Dickens dominated the production, made himself direc-
tor and stage manager, designed scenery, worried with the stage
carpenter about simulating moonlight, played an accordion in the
band, tyrannously rehearsed the entire cast” (Edgar and Eleanor
Johnson, ibid., p. 12).

39. UNCLE JOHN, a farce written by J. B. Buckstone.

40. cf. “Characters played by Dickens in Amateur Theatricals” in F. D.
Fawcett’s DICKENS THE DRAMATIST, pp. 235-237.

41. William Macready (1793-1873), British actor-manager and great
Shakespearean actor.

42. Captain Bobadil in Ben Jonson’s comedy EVERY MAN IN HIS
HUMOUR (1598).

43. The painting by C. R. Leslie, R. A. , in the Dickens House, Doughty
Street, London.

3. Dickens as Dramatist

44, MISNAR, THE SULTAN OF INDIA. cf. F. D. Fawcett, DICKENS
THE DRAMATIST (W. H. ALLEN, 1952) p. 4.

45. O'THELLO (cf. Forward of COMPLETE PLAYS AND SELECTED
POEMS OF CHARLES DICKENS, Vision Press, 1970).

46. THE STRANGE GENTLEMAN, staged at the St. James’s Theatre.

47. THE GREAT WINGLEBURY DUEL, based on one of the
SKETCHES OF BOZ (cf. F. D. Fawcett, ibid., pp. 20-22).

48. THE VILLAGE COQUETTES, a comic opera with music by John
Hullah (cf. F. D. Fawcett, ibid., p. 23-25).

49. “Words by Charles Dickens” (cf. F. D. Fawcett, ibid., p. 23).

50. Two of the solos, “The Child and the Old Man” and “There is a
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Charm in Spring,” were John Braham’s special favourities (cf. F. D.
Fawcett, ibid., p. 23).

51. “Richard Herne Shepherd, the first editor of Dickens plays, wrote
that no English musical piece equal to THE VILLAGE COQUETTES
had appeared since Sheridan’s THE DUENNA” (cf. Forward, ibid.).

52. IS SHE HIS WIFE? or, SOMETHING SINGULAR!, a Comic Bur-
letta or farce (cf. F. D. Fawcett, ibid., pp. 26-27).

53. “Probably the best of the Dickens plays to be performed at the St.
James Theatre” (cf. F. D. Fawcett, ibid., p. 27). “Only a lukewarm
reception” (Edgar and Eleanor Johnson, ibid., p. 13).

54. THE LAMPLIGHTER, a one-act farce written for Macready (cf. F.
D. Fawcett, ibid., p. 26).

55. MR. NIGHTINGALE’S DIARY, a farce written by Dickens and
Mark Lemon for the Guild of Literature and Art and was first
performed at Devonshire House in May 1851 in the presence of Queen
Victoria and Prince Albert (cf. Forward, ibid.).

56. NO THOROUGHFARE was the fruit of collabolation with Wilkie
Collins. First performed at the Adelphi Theatre, in December 1867
and based on the Christmas Number of ALL THE YEAR ROUND
for that year, the dramatised version owes more to Collins than to
Dickens (cf. Forward, ibid.).

57. “A MESSAGE FROM THE SEA, a dramatisation by Dickens and
Wilkie Collins of their short story, was neither published nor publicly
performed” (cf. Forward, ibid.). “The manuscript of THE FROZEN
DEEP is so criss-crossed with emendations, additions, and alterna-
tions in Dickens’s hand that he might almost have claimed co-
authorship” (cf. Prologue, ibid.). “During the 1860’s Dickens aided the
Anglo-French actor Charles Fechter as a PLAY DOCTOR, adapting
Bellew’s THE KING’'S BUTTERFLY to more effective stage pro-
duction, and giving much assistance in putting on THE MASTER OF
RAVENSWOOQD, a dramatization of Scott’s THE BRIDE OF LAM-
MERMOOR” (cf. Prologue, ibid.).

58. “Actor-manager: an actor who has his own company, in which he
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himself is usually producer and star — Chiefly 19th century” (THEA-
TRE LANGUAGE, Theatre Arts Books, 1961).

59. cf. G. C. D. Odell, SHAKESPEARE FROM BETTERTON TO IR-
VING (Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1920), vol. II.

60. Comedy of Manners: such comedies as THE WAY OF THE WORLD
(1700) by William Congreve (1670-1792), SHE STOOPS TO CON-
QUER (1773) by Oliver Goldsmith (1730-1774) and THE SCHOOL
FOR SCANDAL (1777) by Richard Brinsley Sheridan (1751-1816).

61. THE BEGGAR’S OPERA (1728), a ballad opera by John Gay (1685-
1732).

62. George Farquhar (1678-1707): THE RECRUITING OFFICER (1706).

63. Sir John Vanbrugh (1664-1726). THE RELAPSE (1696).

64. “The only London theatres at that time licensed under Royal patent
for STRAIGHT plays were Covent Garden, Drury Lane, and the
Haymarket, the last-named licence operating only when the first two
were closed for the summer RECESS” (cf. F. D. Fawcett, ibid., p. 22).

4, Dickens the Dramatic Novelist

65. “Dickens is the greatest novelist to have written in English as
Shakespeare is the greatest poet” (from Introduction to DICKENS
AND WOMEN by Michael Slater (J. M. Dent & Sons, 1983).

66. cf. Alan Dent, HAMLET:THE FILM AND THE PLAY (World Film
Productions, 1948). HENRY V (Classic Film Script, Lorrimer Pub-
lishing, 1984).

67. cf. DICKENS ON THE SCREEN in DICKENS THE DRAMATIST
by F. D. Fawcett (W. H. Allen, 1952), p. 195.

68. N7 — o, ke K-- SR TREMSAR; (BB F 7y LX
—), HBlHtt, 1975, pp. 58-59.

69. PLAYS AND ADAPTATIONS OF THE WORKS OF CHARLES
DICKENS FOR STAGE, SCREEN AND TELEVISION in F. D.
Fawcett’s DICKENS THE DRAMATIST (Appendix A), pp. 232-254.

70. THE CHRISTENING adapted by J. B. Buckstone.

71. PICKWICK PAPERS adapted by W. L. Lede.
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72. OLIVER TWIST adapted by J. S. Coyne.

73. NICHOLAS NICKLEBY adapted by E. Stirling.

74. MASTER HUMPHREY’S CLOCK adapted by Fox Cooper, C. Selby
and E. Stirling also adapted the novel.

75. BARNABY RUDGE adapted by Stirling and Yates.

76. AMERICAN NOTES adapted by E. Stirling.

77. THE CHIMES adapted by Mark Lemon and A’Beckett.

78. THE CRICKET ON THE HEARTH adapted by Albert Smith.

79. DOMBEY AND SON adapted by T. P. Taylor, first played at the
Strand Theatre.

80. DAVID COPPERFIELD adapted by G. Almer.

81. BLEAK HOUSE adapted by J. Palgrave Simpson.

82. SEVEN POOR TRAVELLERS adapted by W. Reeve.

83. BOOTS AT THE HOLLY TREE INN adapted by Ben Webster. J. B.
Johnstone was another adapter of the short story which was one of
Dickens’s favourite subjects for public reading.

84. A TALE OF TWO CITIES adapted by Tom Taylor and performed
at the Lyceum Theatre.

85. GREAT EXPECTATIONS adapted by W. S. Gilbert and performed
at the Court Theatre.

86. OUR MUTUAL FRIEND adapted by H. Farnie and performed at the
Sadler’s Wells Theatre.

87. THE MYSTERY OF EDWIN DROOD adapted by W. Stephens.

5. From Private Readings to Public Readings

88. “. .. the germ of those readings” (J. Forster, ibid.), p. 267.
89. J. Forster, ibid.,, A READING IN LINCOLN'’S INN FIELDS, pp.
266-267.

90. J. Forster, ibid., p. 444 and P. Collins, CHARLES DICKENS: THE
PUBLIC READINGS (Oxford University Press, 1975), p. XxVi.

91. J. Forster, ibid., First Public Readings, pp. 516-530.

92. P. Collins, ibid., p. xxvi.

93. J. Forster, ibid., pp. 504-506.
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94. THE STORY OF LITTLE DOMBEY from DOMBEY AND SON.

95. MRS. GAMP from MARTIN CHUZZLEWIT (Chapter 19).

96. THE POOR TRAVELLER is the first tale in THE SEVEN POOR
TRAVELLERS, the HOUSEHOLD WORDS Christmas number for
1854.

97. BARDELL AND PICKWICK referred to as THE TRIAL FROM
PICKWICK is taken from PICKWICK PAPERS (Chapter 34).

98. MR. BOB SAWYER’S PARTY is taken entirely from Chapter 32 of
PICKWICK PAPERS.

99. DOCTOR MARIGOLD appeared in the ALL THE YEAR ROUND
Christmas number for 1865.

100. THE BOY AT MUGBY was privately read to the ladies of Dickens
household on 20 October 1866 and published in the ALL THE YEAR
ROUND Christmas number for the year.

101. BARBOX BROTHERS was published in the ALL THE YEAR
ROUND Christmas number for 1866.

102. MR. CHOPS, THE DWARF was published in the HOUSEHOLD
WORDS Christmas number for 1858.

103. SIKES AND NANCY is taken from OLIVER TWIST (chs. 45-50).

104. THE HAUNTED MAN was Dickens’s Christmas Book for 1848.

105. THE BASTILLE PRISONER is taken from A TALE OF TWO
CITIES (Book I, chs. 1-6).

106. MRS. LIRRIPER’S LODGINGS appeared in the ALL THE YEAR
ROUND Christmas number for 1863.

107. THE SIGNALMAN appeared in the ALL THE YEAR ROUND
Christmas number for 1866.
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