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Abstract

Jews and Christians in Dickens’s Writings
HASEGAWA, Masayo

Many critics have long discussed Dickens's attitude toward Jews
and their interest has focused principally on Fagin in O/iver Twist and
Riah in Our Mutual Friend. This essay widens that focus to include
Scrooge in A Christmas Carol, demonstrating that he is one of the
revealing sources for understanding Dickens’s views of Jews.

Dickens has two characteristics in his ways of depicting
“Jewishness” throughout his writings. One is that he utilizes
stereotypes of the Jew embodying the long history of anti-Semitic
emotions to define his characters’ villainy. The fact indicates that
Dickens could not expunge anti-Jewish prejudices which had been
deeply imprinted upon him, though his feelings about Jews softened.
The other is that Dickens compares Jewish characters with Christians
in order to comment on the latter, and besides to preach Christian
mercy and charity. The function of Jewish characters is not to narrate

something of their own race and religion, which stems largely from



Dickens’s negligent attitude toward Jews, or rather from his view of
them as outsiders. Yet what we must emphasize is not his intolerance
but the absence of a good Judaistic character in his work. Although
portraying Riah as a virtuous Jew, Dickens attributes his virtues to his
Gentile spirit.

A Christmas Carol/ draws on some anti-Semitic stereotypes to
highlight Scrooge’'s mammonism and mercilessness, contrasting
Scrooge as a Jewish money-lender with Scrooge as a merry, good
Christian. Although he is never referred to as a Jew, Scrooge displays
the characteristics of Dickens’s handling of “Jewishness.” In other
words, Scrooge is a character who encapsulates Dickens’s views of Jews.
Moreover, Scrooge, whose moral regeneration is depicted as his
conversion to Christianity, is a herald of Riah who is good because of
being Christianized. That is, A Christmas Carol is one of the writings

telling us how Dickens saw Jews.
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