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The Carriage that Goes Over on the Left Side:

Dickens and Cerebrovascular Accident

EAlIPEYN

Ryota KANAYAMA

‘I cannot bear railway travelling yet. A perfect conviction, against the senses,
that the carriage is down on one side (and generally that is the left, and not the
side on which the carriage in the accident really went over), comes upon me
with anything like speed, and is inexpressibly distressing.’

—John Forster, The Life of Charles Dickens.!
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On Friday the Ninth of June in the present year, Mr and Mrs Boffin



94 FANCHEE S HHHE — 7 1 7 ¥ X E IR DV T—

(in the manuscript dress of receiving Mr and Mrs Lammle at breakfast)
were on the South Eastern Railway with me, in a terribly destructive
accident. When I had done what I could to help others, I climbed back
into my carriage—nearly turned over a viaduct, and caught aslant upon
the turn—to extricate the worthy couple. They were much soiled, but
otherwise unhurt. The same happy result attended Miss Bella Wilfer on
her wedding day, and Mr Riderhood inspecting Bradley Headstone’s red
handkerchief as he lay asleep. I remember with devout thankfulness that
I can never be much nearer parting company with my readers against
my life, the two words with which I have this day closed this book:
—THE END.?
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Edith hurried with her to her mother’s room. Cleopatra was arrayed in
full dress, with the diamonds, short sleeves ,rouge, curls, teeth, and other
juvenility all complete; but Paralysis was not to be deceived, had known her
for the object of its errand, and had struck her at her glass, where she lay like
a horrible doll that had tumbled down.

They took her to pieces in very shame, and put the little of her that was
real on a bed. Doctors were sent for, and soon came. Powerful remedies were
resorted to; opinions given that she would rally from this shock, but would
not survive another; and there she lay speechless, and staring at the ceiling,
for days; sometimes making inarticulate sounds in answer to such questions
as did she know who were present, and the like: sometimes giving no reply
either by sign or gesture, or in her unwinking eyes.

At length she began to recover consciousness, and in some degree the
power of motion, though not yet of speech. One day the use of her right
hand returned; and showing it to her maid who was in attendance on her, and

appearing very uneasy in her mind, she made signs for a pencil and some
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paper. This the maid immediately provided, thinking she was going to make a
will, or write some last request; and Mrs Dombey being from home, the maid
awaited the result with solemn feelings.

After much painful scrawling and erasing, and putting in of wrong
characters, which seemed to tumble out of the pencil of their own accord, the

old woman produced this document: ‘Rose-coloured curtains.’

CZTEALLZVWOIZ, FEAHOREBIZR >72AF 2 — 1 Y RAOMBED
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bOD, TOBRBUORRIIME, BEOMFEERZ LB TCIOMEERLDOT
5D, FOEKOER O T B L1E ‘a dumb old woman lies upon the bed,
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%D, T 721860 4EI2HEH L 72 Adulteration of Food and Drink Act (2 & - C,
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Right Hemisphere Left Hemisphere

Sensory area Sensory area

Motor area Motor area

Right Hand Left Hand

M1 Motor control and sensory pathways between the brain and the rest of the
body are almost completely crossed. Each hand is primarily served by the cerebral
hemisphere on the opposite side.
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19 AT B 2 KBS ORBENBEO ML FHIL TWwizho X

C OCClpltal
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[4] 2 The location of Broca's area in the left cerebral hemisphere.

Broca's area

Brain stem
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‘I got frost-bitten by walking continually in the snow, and getting wet in
the feet daily. My boots hardened and softened, hardened and softened, my
left foot swelled, and I still forced the boot on; sat in it to write, half the day;
walked in it through the snow, the other half; forced the boot on again the
next morning; sat and walked again; and being accustomed to all sorts of
changes in my feet, took no heed. At length, going out as usual, I fell lame
on the walk, and had to limp home dead lame, through the snow, for the last

three miles.”®

CNLIRE, ORI FRICAEW) 20BN I Eid 7+ — RS
—ICX o THERBESHFELOOLN TV 5. 1866 4E4 H 14 HFIFOTHKT, 7
1 ¥ RIZ A B O RAT OIRE D SHWHOARZFF L Tw5b. ‘Thave so
severe a pain in the ball of my left eye that it makes it hard for me to do anything after
100 miles shaking since breakfast. My cold is no better, nor my hand either.” Z O
WMEFIALBT, 74— RAY —XREIHEELEEST A, ‘It was his left eye,
it will be noted, as it was his left foot and hand; the irritability or faintness of heart was
also of course on the left side; and it was on the same left side he felt most of the effect
of the railway accident.’® & Z Chivbiuk, BHOSEFRKO 2l 5
VERHBIEAH S .
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My dear Mitton, —I should have written to you yesterday or the day before, if
I had been quite up to writing.

I was in the only carriage that did not go over into the stream. It was caught
upon the turn by some of the ruin of the bridge, and hung suspended and
balanced in an apparently impossible manner. Two ladies were my fellow-
passengers, and old one and a young one. This is exactly what passed. You
may judge from it the precise length of the suspense: suddenly we were off
the rail, and beating the ground as the car of a half-emptied balloon might.
The old lady cried out, ‘My God!’ and the young one screamed. I caught
hold of them both (the old lady sat opposite and the young one on my left),
and said: “We can’t help ourselves, but we can be quiet and composed. Pray
don’t cry out.” The old lady immediately answered: ‘Thank you. Rely upon
me. Upon my soul I will be quiet.” We were then all tilted down together in
a corner of the carriage, and stopped. I said to them thereupon: ‘You may be
sure nothing worse can happen. Our danger must be over. Will you remain
here without stirring, while I get out of the window?” They both answered
quite collectedly, ‘Yes,” and I got out without the least notion what had
happened. Fortunately I got out with great caution and stood upon the step.
Looking down I saw the bridge gone, and nothing below me but the line of
rail.

I don’t want to be examined at the inquest and I don’t want to write about
it. I could do no good either way, and I could only seem to speak about
myself, which, of course, I would rather not do. I am keeping very quiet here.
I have a —I don’t know what to call it—constitutional (I suppose) presence
of mind, and was not in the least fluttered at the time. I instantly remembered
that I had the MS. of a number with me, and clambered back into the carriage
for it. But in writing these scanty words of reflection I feel the shake and am

obliged to stop. —Ever faithfully."

COTHPSGHDHZ EiF, B EOF > T iz—%HDa v /)S— b AV
MIEZADOHEIWZ E, ZLTHEKBICEI2 R D EFIITELES
LWwZ EThD, BAMEINIHSTIE, FEBISHESHBIESZ L72FT 5



AP YN 101

HGEEHBLZLEOMTREDMPNTED, ZORKOZ L 2RV L72®&
UilZRAAR TN L2 HEHITOENL L o L TFMRITERISK DS T
Wb, ERE, T4 v XEERBEDECE, R - RERNATEZFRZSZ L
Zhofz, 74 =AY —IHMERICBVT, dFVEBFEOICL o720 0
O, 6 AHIZITT 4 7 Y AP LR G E RS/ RNIZ L2 LTV 5.
‘I am curiously weak—weak as if I were recovering a long illness.”, ‘I began to feel it
more in my head. I sleep well and eat well; but I write half a dozen notes, and turn faint
and sick.”, ‘I am getting right, though still low in pulse and very nervous. Driving into
Rochester yesterday I felt more shaken than I have since the accident.’, ‘I cannot bear
railway traveling yet.’'

ORI ERED Y a v I POV BEL I LN LNTET, £h
DBEDFNHIIR - TR E RIRE 22T 2 - NH R 2 L CTFHE D I LA
DI ETIMTHEPIUICEI o THREIR TS B Lal, ZhiZLET
DEBEZZIF IS ED S, BEITIIEE L R ) MR TRRMIFRITICT (
FrAEMrFTws. ZLT, SREDIRBOENTEHIEL Lolor L
V) FME T+ =AY —ICHEE S TVDR I LIS RZZEBY TH S, HIHE
TOBEIH T 28MED D - 7213 T DM E, ~HMMHBZZETHEHVODTY
2o, Tr—AF—idEhE RINTREIP R L 2o lzT 1 Y
APREOWBIIRROEEZMHMITHI L] 2ME—DOHBE LT biELE
WM ENBREOHRIIED L ) LB L G2 DI LI Ro72DTHH ) W
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1868 EDHE, T4 75 v ARXHWLEBETAH. HHH, 7+ —RAF—
DRZHRBIZOIH R EHENTW LA, HOOARIZH - - &REDE
WCEWTHAILFZ LA LIRG I ENTELRP 720 THD 5 ZHIEK 3
WRENTWDIHICERB I N=FT 5T ORGP hotzlzd,
BINCEETDL D LPRFICA>TI B o/l ZRLTWELDER
bbb, 7+—AF—3Zh%E, COEPSTA 75 Y AOMITERZ T TRLA
DEL R PP TS TH S, TN, WMEROZEMEZ S %)
S THAI) T A=A =123, ENLPIHIEBEPT o7z THA
I. 2L, TAT Y ADOZORERITL - LRI CRRESNDL I LIl 5.
1870 SFIZ 72 o T, T4 7 ¥ REIRZED/INH & T2 o 72 The Mystery of Edwin Drood
Z1EEEZ LIFA-N, 22 KA BHIZHATHEMES X HIZL TW27s,
1HEPSETFRERTEHF THo TR ITNER 544D, HIZ3 A 21
HiZA vy 7 A7 =K+« A M= "2 TL 5&, DATEFU L9 gk
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Retina

\Righr Hemisphere

Optic chiasm

Corpus callosum

[43  Visual pathways to the hemispheres, When fixating a point, each eye sees both
visual fields but sends information about the right visual field only to the left
hemisphere and information about the left visual field only to the right hemisphere.
This crossover and split is a result of the manner in which the nerve fibers leading
from the retina divide at the back of each eve. The visual areas of the left and right
hemisphere normally communicate through the corpus callosum. If the callosum is cut
and the eyes and head are kept from moving. each hemisphere can see only half of the
visual world.
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Z18724E 6 HIZRt3 N, ZICH PN T2 ENETELPHOMETH %
CLEERL, X EmEICEBRL w5

‘After unusual irritability, C. D. found himself, last Saturday or Sunday,
giddy, with a tendency to go backwards, and to turn round. Afterwards,
desiring to put something on a small table, he pushed it and the table
forwards, undesignedly. He had some odd feeling of insecurity about his left
leg, as if there was something unnatural about his heel; but he could lift, and
he did not drag, his leg. Also he spoke of some strangeness of his left hand
and arm; missed the spot on which he wished to lay that hand, unless he
carefully looked at it; felt an unreadiness to lift his hands towards his head,

especially his left hand—when, for instance, he was brushing his hair.”"”

CWKHNBLEEHORE, FICGEREES L@ T I ENTELRREWN
I EE, T AT AOLMCERKIMAEIED D ), oSN OMRE DI Rz
FEERHEL TV A2LTIE 2w LEZONS L, ZHIIHT 5L T2
HEOREZEEXTLIHOTHS » ZOLHII, HKoMEEIES EIO)thEXI
ERZETHTEFREL NVOMBTEHTEC Li WEILDBDOTHY,
b, ﬂftl%iqs®a’é$7b>r4 v ZDFFIRDEALIZ u\ow‘&ﬁ\ot@fﬁ)é

B Z L AIEAERE U8 L7 1865 4R, 5D TIEAS Dombey and Son
THI T AR 72 RGERE D IE RS PR (aphasia) 25 E L724ETH - 72 L, 1870 4F
D@2 ES720b, THTFHRL T2 L) ICWERTH 72, T2,
P PRI KNI TH W2 FMOFIZEN TS D134 H PTSD
(Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder) & WHENZIERZD LD TH Y, Z 9\ Hik
THTA T Y AOEFIBRICOBE LD DD EEZ DS, &EIL,
FERIITEMCHEE LIS b 5T, AMICHIENEET 5 X9 RAB LT
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e, AR LZFEER, FFO0ICELNIOBEICEY) Ty
ADGKREEMOTL ORI LT LI EIX% 5. 2 L THEIE
MCEPSONHBMWE, 747 v Z0HREITL » OEREZZIT1EDT, Hfl
WZHo/2THAIBRHEOEL IIINLIBICh o0 b kv, wihi
L, oo COARRITTE L 2h o223, JNCHELLEZYO
FHEFEMRIHIHI ) T2 N2 L 3MEVREZ) THAH. 1865
D2 HICEMOSEZ A T2 T 4 7 v A0AREEKIC, BRI ED K
BEAH TP E ) PIIHEROL LI DBV L THEN, AulLdIn
FHUC L > THEZ ZT -0 EORMZT TR, AR GFICHK bTho
LI EDbND. [HOFIEREH>TWD L9, BEFELbLALLT
WBLEICIRNTWEDIZ, brobHEEYETHLENSLLLLLADIEX
BT D] EFRRBETA T Y ADRERIVPISDICL B DHDH, Fhe i
MBRVLARXVTORMOERLZOPIHR L LIV, LiL, 20X Bk
PRERNZIIHNIZTH A ) T LIIELHICHBETE S, THNIZZE, ILE
GREFDOFIHENEET LI ) RN LT L LD o72DTh 5.

FEX V) eI, BEO®%, oS BoMEEE LT Tn0idFHk
Va—V—F  R—H—ATHo70, TNTHT4 7 Xid BEITKALZ
BHERPZES72L 1TV R) BEIRERREERZ 2747 M) THORKE
THAHILIEDLY I BhDo7z, BEIRBICARZHZ 72EE 2 2k
LI lid, MEDDFFHRINAFKKICHLTLLLREMELIRL TR
5L THolcr?). TREFKIZ, WEOMIELE > 2BANDLEVDED
bFliciEwh o, LY - F—=FVHBET A 75 Y AL ORERK- T
W2l BEZALNLD, ) THNELBEOHMEBR LKL 25 &ED 5
VBN D o7z, Our Mutual Friend DEREDFKED Y, O TOWH R HIXEB IR
YEQRM RHEICHLY Do 72THAH I 25, GOWIIFZARILID, vp
WL TREREANDT2DIZEZHT L0V ELLMELE > oMz v,
PR LI, FIBICHEDL 2 EBNLEP - TOTF 1 7 v X1E, LaL,
FEUEETATOEIATRTEIALE SO OFGREZFHALTA F
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BREN L VA, EMPOLDERERTF L ESHLNLANTFEROEE?T 1
7y AOREBER B> Twzord kv © gilflo 7 1 7 v Ao
HBLDELBITEYRLDVES20 DX BREIADDH Y, FHHKRIERY D S
LESH AW OB OREFERITT SATHL L EbNE—F, RO
PERUIME B Y LI oh7ay Ve RITE0OH BN E TR 720
NEFIZZTVD, L) OPLERMNE LRV TO—RILFHITH L. &
AN, EOBEOHERMIEICE R LWERALEHLES LIHITRY, BHA
WD E o REHDOT 4 7 v XD%ENSEAB IN L) RFEREBHIRT
ENZVEVIHIFHIERH L ETNIE 2 FNIEE ELL ZOEDEORFHIRGE
OEMTHLEZFTZ L.

AEHMELELEEENDAEND TP 2O TERVIHE F
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DOTHNZHMLCHESE LAY THZERLL L) L LTWeD/Esr)
. FHERTANDKE 2RO 720D, FACEMM T B S N2 H
BICEBH0h, ZhEHHE LI - BoORIEREIICH LTHERY S D
HFBREVIKRELGZ T, 5—EIXR 20 E L TRIECHY 2257200
KEWMBIZT 207257200, HHWE, BREOBETHLHIULLBEES
CETRAZYTRBRT 2LV WFEHD [REW] BED D 57D,
BZLL, ZOVTRLBEOBETEZIATH-7259). LarL, TONEk
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