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ZiZ 1806 H I HITEL W olehs, ZOYERITRIFy VY VOB L
MR LI, FOEEBFESLF Y L TILEST, Tar v X, XH
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When, seven years after [Dickens’s death], I somehow found myself
amid the streets of London, it was a minor matter to me, a point by
the way, that I had to find the means of keeping myself alive; what
I chiefly thought of was that now at length I could go hither or
thither in London's immensity seeking for the places which had
been made known to me by Dickens.... [ now had leisure to wander
among the byways, making real to my vision what hitherto had
been but names and insubstantial shapes.

(Collected Works 1: 49)
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Jo lives — that is to say, Jo has not yet died — in a ruinous place,
known to the like of him by the name of Tom-all-Alone’s. It is a
black, dilapidated street, avoided by all decent people; .... Now,
these tumbling tenements contain, by night, a swarm of misery. As,
on the ruined human wretch, vermin parasites appear, so, these
ruined shelters have bred a crowd of foul existence that crawls in
and out of gaps in walls and boards; and coils itself to sleep, in mag-
got numbers, where the rain drips in; and comes and goes, fetching
and carrying fever, and sowing more evil in its every footprint[.]

(Bleak House, Chapter 16)

7/, Va—ABLIIWS A FTAE—KBFIOHDThLF—I To—
AR EEAANICEE TR

Mr Snagsby passes along the middle of a villainous street,
undrained, unventilated, deep in black mud and corrupt water —
though the roads are dry elsewhere — and reeking with such smells
and sights that he, who has lived in London all his life, can scarce

believe his senses. (Bleak House, Chapter 22)
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EEMNTNE, THED ML=V Tu— Yy XOHETHEDLIL TS
HiZE (dilapidated, vermin, parasites, maggot, mud, corrupt water, smell)
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Sur,

May we beg and beseech your proteckshion and power. We are Sur,
as it may be, livin in a Wilderniss, so far as the rest of London
knows anything of us, or as the rich and great people care about.

We live in muck and filth. We aint got no priviz, no dust bins, no

drains, no water-splies, and no drain or suer in the hole place. The

Suer Company, in Greek St., Soho Square, all great, rich and
powerfool men, take no notice watsomdever of our complaints. The

Stenche of a Gully-hole is disgustin. We all of us suffer, and num-

bers are ill, and if the Colera comes Lord help us.

Some gentlemans comed yesterday, and we thought they was
comishioners from the Suer Company, but they was complaining of
the noosance and stenche our lanes and corts was to them in New
Oxforde Strect. They was much surprized to see the seller in No. 12,

Carrier St, in our lane, where a child was dyin from fever, and
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would not believe that Sixty persons sleep in it every night. This

here seller you couldn't swing a cat in, and the rent is five shillings
a week; but theare are greate many sich deare sellars. Sur, we hope
you will let us have our complaints put into your hinfluenshall
paper, and make these landlords of our houses and these
comishioners (the friends we spose of the landlords) make our
houses decent for Christions to live in. Preaye Sir com and see us,
for we are living like pigs, and it aint faire we shoulde be so ill

treted.

BOPESTXTLHIIE, EHbIIAbGTAKEL LKELRLHDT, 4
BRiG<, DEVERNT 5, € LTRIZNE S EEBENMERD TANEEZ ST
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55, T4 v ABTEBERDOA% O COHEMEIZZOEEHTED,
49D [v—F 4 v« F+ANT 1 v b OFXIH,

In all my writings, I hope I have taken every available opportunity
to showing the want of sanitary improvements in the neglected

dwellings of the poor.
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Searching Sanitary Reform must precede all other social remedies,
and even Education and Religion can do nothing where they are
most needed, until the way is paved for in their ministrations by

Cleanliness and Decency.”

COEIIC TEEFESE] AREL TV ZIADTF 47y VX3, A5 LHOHKLE
FEOMBRIMELD bBRTRERFLEZTDOTH 3,
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DHEEE 225 B, OEDHRYTYXLORM, HVEIETFar X
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Darkness rests upon Tom-all-Alone’s. Dilating and dilating since
the sun went down last night, it has gradually swelled until it fills
every void in the place. For a time there were some dungeon lights
burning, as the lamp of Life hums in Tom-all-Alone’s, heavily, heav-
ily, in the nauseous air, and winking — as that lamp, too, winks in
Tom-all-Alone’s — at many horrible things. But they are blotted
out. The moon has eyed Tom with a dull cold stare, as admitting
some puny emulation of herself in his desert region unfit for life
and blasted by volcanic fires; but she has passed on and is gone.
The blackest nightmare in the infernal stables grazes on Tom-all-

Alone’s, and Tom is fast asleep. (Bleak House, Chapter 46)

FaAr VARFEHEEERRICS RN EEFETOBFTOEDT, X
FLEPEZICEST TEREROAZOHES, GLAVT VAT 4 v 7
BHERBVEIITLTOIDTH B, [F+r— WX+ T4 X OFTFy
VUTPRELTOA LS, AR OREMICZ ChBMVERELT
BIIBENTF 4 v XDFEIE -] (Collected Works, 2: 710) D12, &
51, [EMZERTROD S I 225 (Collected Works, 2: 66) &5
DB, TA4r VADREEE T Fyv 7R, HOWABXFEEMOPTH -
EHIBENTAARRGEIL, TREE] OVEY 3 —OBEKROBHIE &
0F = 25 —fRD [FiEsE] OFHTHENTL S,
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Does there, [ wonder, exist in all literature, a scene less correspon-
dent with any possibility of life than that description of Jo’s last
moments? (Collected Works 1: 176=77)

bbAHA, FHRENSET>TT 47 v AEROXFHREEEREST 5D
FTREBL, 7272, F4r v XD &I BERE, 19 #HRRO/NEKOREL
MBS BHAN L -7V DI, Fy vy U, EARITRREE
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v 7% 2 FEEB /N The Unclassed DT, BHOHHD X 5 BERY =
A==, BOoMBIRIDHRIZOWT, T4y vVALBERLENGTEGE
T 5,

We must dig deeper, get to untouched social strata. Dickens felt
this, but he had not the courage to face his subjects; his monthly
numbers had to lie on the family tea-table.

(The Unclassed, Chapter 15)

COZADFy Y UTR, EEMEIRZTIEDONEI L, BHSDHET
EMEBRELTOIDOTH 5,

LIV ED, FA4HrvREDOTHE y VU IB#HIL TR, T4 7
VALREROBE EERROBEMRH D, (BRI &, KELTEERD
HEOH»EL BT UE - Tt (Collected Works 1: 177) T &7, Fv
VY rHER, RILEAEHICL0R, BRCENROEMELTSED
LWEEZ DS B, T4y v XEFED, Forv g, H#LI &KL
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BiE-%20& FRY¥F— 7=V ] OEENEREEBEL T3,

It is my misfortune as a writer of fiction that English readers have
so long been taught to look for the moral of such works, & espe-
cially in the case of stories which deal with the poor.... Now, were

1, in a Preface, to say that ‘the philanthropic movements of the day

are nothing to me save as artistic material, & I care not in the least

whether my books promote or discourage these efforts,” the result

would be much surprise & more indignation. Yet I should have told
the truth, & a truth which I had fancied self-evident.
(My underline. June 8, 1889, Collected Letters, 4: 75)
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Needless to burden description with further detail; the slum was
like any other slum; filth, rottenness, evil odour possessed these
dens of superfluous mankind and made them gruesome to the peer-
ing imagination. The inhabitants of course felt nothing of the sort;

a room in Shooter’s Gardens was the only kind of home that most
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of them knew or desired. The majority preferred it, on all grounds,
to that offered them in a block of model lodgings not very far away;
here was independenée, that is to say, the liberty to be as vile as
they pleased. How they came to love vileness, well, that is quite
another matter, and shall not for the present concern us.

(The Nether World, Chapter 8)

Xy IO OMEI SR, MRS LAFOEALELABHTRNI L
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[Clan you not perceive that these people of Shooter’s Gardens are
poor, besotted, disease-struck creatures, of whom — in the mass —
scarcely a human quality is to be expected?

(The Nether World, Chapter 28)
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Stephen pursued the occupation of a potman; his hours were from
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eight in the morning till midnight on week-days, and on Sunday the
time during which a public house is permitted to be open; once a
month he was allowed freedom after six o'clock.

(The Nether World, Chapter 8)
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1) “Dickens in Memory,” Collected Works of Gerge Gissing on Charles Dickens,
1: 45-52.
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HTHISE T3, “To Ellen,” Dec 8, 1890, Collected Letters, 4: 249.

3) “Dickens tries his equivocal best to rouse indignant disgust without actu-
ally being disgusting.” Blount, 344.

4) “Speech of Charles Dickens, Delivered at Gore House, Kensington, May 10,
1851,” 8.
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