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‘It 1s often said that his manners are a true gentleman’s, and quite a study. I see
none like them in that place, but he is admitted to be superior to all the rest. Thisis
quite as much why they make him presents, as because they know him to be needy.
He is not to be blamed for being in need, poor love. Who could be in prison a quarter

of a century, and be prosperous! (97) *
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There was a classical daughter once—perhaps—who ministered to her father in
his prison as her mother had ministered to her. Little Dorrit, though of the unheroic
modern stock, and mere English, did much more, in comforting her father’s wasted
heart upon her innocent breast, and turning to it a fountain of love and fidelity that

never ran dry or waned, through all his years of famine. (229)
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v

In its intention, I am well convinced that it is kind, humane, and meant for
reformation; but I am persuaded that those who devised the system of Prison
Discipline, and those benevolent gentlemen who carry it into execution, do not know
what it is that they are doing. I believe that very few men are capable of estimating
the immense amount of torture and agony which this dreadful punishment, prolonged
for years, inflicts upon the sufferers; and in guessing at it myself, and in reasoning

from what I have seen written upon their faces, and what to my certain knowledge



they feel within, I am only the more convinced that there is a depth of terrible
endurance in it which none but the sufferers themselves can fathom, and which no

man has a right to inflict upon his fellow-creature. (99)*
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