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Hard Times  as  a  Batt le f ie ld  at  the  Informat ion  Age  Opening ∗

Tomoko  Kanda

     The  weekly  magazine ,  Household  Words  ran  Hard Times  by

Char les  Dickens  in  1854 .  The  1850s  in  England  was  a  t ime  when

industr ia l  s t r i fe  was  cont inuing  to  intens i fy .  Both  Labour  and

Capi ta l  understood  the  importance  o f  propaganda through the

press  to  some degree .  The  s tamp duty  on  newspapers  was  ra ised

during  the  Napoleonic  Wars  for  the  purpose  o f  restr i c t ing  the

c i rcu lat ion  o f  rad ica l  papers  for  workers . 1  A l though i t  was

reduced  in  1836 ,  th is  event  shows  that  the  ear ly  n ineteenth

century  had  a l ready  seen  propaganda  bat t les  between Labour

and Capi ta l .

     Capi ta l i s ts  o f  the  North  propagated  var ious  soc ia l  myths

which  supported  the ir  supremacy  over  employees .  Workers  a lso

encouraged  soc ia l  counter -myths  to  s trengthen the ir  so l idar i ty

against  capi ta l i s ts .  The  purpose  o f  th is  essay  i s  to  show that

Hard Times  severe ly  sat i res  capi ta l i s ts '  fabr i cat ion  o f  soc ia l

myths ,  and  success fu l ly  shows  us  the  t r i cks  o f  the  manipulat ion ,

but  that  the  text  i t se l f  i s  t rapped  with in  such  fabr icat ions  o f

both  Capi ta l  and  Labour .  As  space  i s  l imited ,  I  concentrate

mainly  on  the  masters '  soc ia l  myths  rather  than the  workers ' .

     F i rs t ly ,  I  dea l  wi th  two  " f i c t ions  o f  Coketown"  concerned

with  industr ia l  s tr i fe  (90 ) , 2  which  capi ta l i s ts  success fu l ly

propagate  in  Coketown.  Secondly ,  I  cons ider  what  I  ca l l  a
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Coketown hal f - f i c t ion ,  which  capi ta l i s ts  propagate  but  fa i l  to

spread  thoroughly .  Third ly ,  I  examine  the  Coketown fac ts ,  that

is ,  internal - fac ts  o f  the  text ,  about  industr ia l  s t r i fe . 3  By

comparing  these  Coketown f i c t ions ,  ha l f - f i c t ion  and  fac ts ,  th is

paper  wi l l  reach  i ts  conc lus ions .  The  term "capi ta l i s ts "  i s  used  to

re fer  to  merchants ,  f inanc iers  and  manufacturers  whose

interests  d i rec t ly  depend on  manufactur ing  industry .  This

de f in i t ion  does  not  inc lude  the ir  fami l ies  who  are  not  engaged  in

business .  I  intend by  the  terms "middle -c lasses"  the  c lasses  o f

those  people  and  their  fami l ies ,  who  work  for  incomes ,  but  do  not

be long  to  the  working  c lasses . 4

(1 )  The  Double  Faces  o f  Coketown Fic t ions

     The  f i rs t  Coketown f i c t ion  i s  “What  I  d id  you  can  do .  Why

don ' t  you  go  and do  i t ? ”

Any capi ta l i s t  there ,  who  had  made  s ixty  thousand

pounds  out  o f  s ixpence ,  a lways  pro fessed  to  wonder  why

the  s ixty  thousand nearest  Hands  d idn ' t  each  make

s ixty  thousand pounds  out  o f  s ixpence ,  and  more  or  l ess

reproached  them every  one  for  not  accompl ish ing  the

l i t t le  f eat .  What  I  d id  you  can  do .  Why don ' t  you  go  and

do  i t ?  (90)

     The  narrator  f la t ly  ca l l s  th is  argument  one  o f  Coketown

f ic t ions  (90) .  This  f i c t ion  i s  composed  o f  two  fabr icat ions .  One

fabr icat ion  l i es  in  "you  can  do . "  What  Bounderby  wishes  to



3

impress  wi th  th is  f i c t ion  i s  that  he  i s  "a  commerc ia l  wonder  more

admirable  than Venus"  (181) .  Coketown capi ta l i s ts  do  not  be l ieve

that  workers  could  accompl ish  such  a  mirac le .  The  other

fabr icat ion  rests  on  'what  I  d id . '  I t  i s  an  outr ight  l i e  that

Bounderby  has  bui l t  up  a  for tune  f rom scratch  complete ly  by

himsel f .  This  l i e  impl ies  that  Coketown has  no  rea l  se l f -made

man. 5

     The  d i rec t  a im o f  th is  fabr icat ion  i s  to  make  a  good  excuse

for  not  improv ing  workers '  wages :  workers '  poverty  comes  f rom

the ir  laz iness ,  never  f rom low wages .  Another  "prevalent  f i c t ion"

o f  Coketown (85)  i s  that  every  Coketown worker  expects  " to  be

fed  on  turt le  soup  and  venison ,  wi th  a  go ld  spoon"  (57 ) : 6  workers

are  wel l -pa id  but  they  l ive  above  the ir  means .  The  apparent  a im

of  th is  f i c t ion  i s  aga in  to  excuse  not  improv ing  workers '  wages .

     The  go ld  spoon  i s  a  metaphor  for  workers '  exorb i tant

demands for  h igher  wages  in  a  narrow sense .  At  the  same t ime ,  i t

i s  a  metaphor  for  "anything  about  imaginat ive qual i t ies "  (179)  in

a  broad  sense .  Any  pet i t ion  i s  "venison" ,  every  request  for  any

improvement  i s  "a  go ld  spoon , "  as  these  ask  for  something

di f ferent  f rom fac ts ,  that  i s ,  “ imaginat ive . ”  Here  i s  a  cap i ta l i s t ' s

unl imited  demand for  workers '  " thankful "  a f f i rmat ion  o f  fac ts

(23 ) .  I f  workers  are  s tarv ing  to  death ,  they  should  be  grate fu l  for

i t ,  as  the  s tarvat ion  i s  a  f a c t .  D ickens  tes t i f i es ,  "My f r iend  Mr .

Bounderby  could  never  see  any  d i f ference  between leav ing  the

Coketown 'hands '  exact ly  as  they  were "  (my  I ta l i c s ) ,  in  shor t ,  a
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fact ,  “and  requir ing  them to  be  fed  with  turt le  soup and venison

with  a  go ld  spoon" ,  that  i s  g iv ing  them too  generous  a

benefact ion . 7

     Now,  i t  i s  a  c lear  fac t  that  workers  cannot  a f ford  even

necess i t ies . 8  Then,  how could  Bounderby  and  Gradgr ind  " furnish

more  tabular  s tatements"  that  workers  en joy  " f resh  butter , "

"Mocha co f fee"  and  "pr ime parts  o f  meat" (23-24)?  There  i s  no

direct  explanat ion  g iven .  But  the  text  o f fers  Bi tzer  who  ins is ts

that  workers  should  remain  unmarr ied  so  as  to  "have  only  one  to

feed"  (90 -91) .  Suppose  that  there  were  no  dependants ,  no  l i t t l e

ch i ldren ,  no  inval ids ,  and  no  aged  people  among workers .

Suppose  that  every  worker  was  a  ch ie f  breadwinner.  Workers

should  certa in ly  obta in  enough wages  to  " [ l ive ]  upon  the  best "

(23) .  They  ca l l  th is  imaginat ive  " tabular  [ s tatement] "  a  fact .

This  exposes  the  truth  that  Coketown facts  are  not  fac ts ,  but

what  Coketown capi ta l i s ts  are  wi l l ing  to  accept . 9  This  i s  the  way

of  Coketown;  " [by ]  means  o f  addi t ion ,  subtract ion ,  mult ip l i cat ion ,

and  d iv is ion ,  se t t le  everything  somehow"  to  be  in  favour  o f

cap i ta l i s ts ,  "and  never  wonder"  (41 ) .

     I  ment ioned  that  the  turt le  soup  argument  i s  the

capi ta l i s t ' s  unl imited  demand for  workers '  " thankfu l "

a f f i rmat ion  o f  fac t ,  which  now proves  to  be  what  p leases

Coketown capi ta l i s ts .  Masters  can  re jec t  any  workers '  c la im as

terr ib ly  exorb i tant  turt le  soup .  This  i s  a  denia l  o f  workers '  c iv i l

r ights .  The  se l f -made-man f i c t ion  just i f i es  th is  denia l  by
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showing  a l l  the  d i f ference  between Labour  and  Capi ta l :  how

super ior  we  cap i ta l i s ts  are ,  and  how in fer ior  you workers  are . 1 0

Both  o f  the  Coketown f i c t ions  appear  to  be  concerned  with  wage

problems.  However ,  th is  i s  just  the  mask to  cover  th is  cruc ia l

po int  a t  bot tom－ the  denia l  o f  workers '  c iv i l  r ights .

     The  fo l lowing  sentence  h i ts  the  po int  o f  the  double - faced

f i c t ions .  Coketown workers  are  ca l led

' the  Hands , '－ a race  who  would  have  found more  favour

with  some people ,  i f  Prov idence  had  seen  f i t  to  make

them only  hands ,  or ,  l ike  the  lower  creatures  o f  the

seashore ,  on ly  hands  and  s tomachs  (52 ) . 1 1

" [Some]  people"  are  Coketown capi ta l i s ts ,  "hands"  phys ica l

labour ,   " s tomachs"  workers '  demands  for  food  or  wages ,  " l ower

creatures"  l i t t le  bra in ,  that  i s ,  workers '  in fer ior i ty .  Why i s  the

metaphor  "s tomach, "  not  "mouth , "  used  for  consumpt ion?

Because  "mouth"  i s  a lso  the  organ to  express  op in ions .  What  has

to  be  not i ced  i s  the  d i f ference  between "only  hands"  and  "only

hands  and  s tomachs . "  The  image  o f  workers  metamorphosed  into

"only  hands , "  shows the  masters '  se l f i shness  in  des i r ing  labour

without  pay .  However ,  the  phrase  "only  hands  and  s tomachs"

exposes  that  i t  i s  not  so  much s tomachs  (wages ) ,  but  rather

bra ins  (potent ia l  ab i l i ty )  and  mouths  ( f reedom to  express

opin ions ) ,  that  capi ta l i s ts  rea l ly  wish  workers  not  to  have .

    Coketown capi ta l i s ts  have  spec ia l  targets  for  the ir  f i c t ions :

" the  vot ing  and  interest ing  notab i l i t i es "  (99 ) .  Most  o f  " the  vot ing



6

and interest ing  notab i l i t i es "  in  the  manufactur ing  town must  be

capi ta l i s ts .  Coketown capi ta l i s ts  such  as  Bounderby  inv i te  them

and advert i se  the  f i c t ions .  I t  i s  not  surpr is ing  that  the  f i c t ions

fabr icated  in  favour  o f  cap i ta l i s ts  are  welcomed (37) . 1 2

     In  addi t ion ,  these  f i c t ions  are  certa in ly  addressed  to  the

gentry  o f  London as  wel l .  "Gradgr ind ' s  party , "  the  promoters  o f

Coketown fac t  educat ion ,  seem to  " [want ]  ass i s tance"  espec ia l ly

o f  " f ine  gent lemen"  such  as  members  o f  " the  House  o f  Commons"

(95) .  Bounderby  and  Gradgr ind ,  the  two  representat ives  o f

Coketown capi ta l i s ts ,  " [are ]  to  be  heard  o f  in  the  House  o f

Commons  every  sess ion" ,  wi th  other  organisat ions  o f  Coketown

(23) .  Immediate ly  a f ter  introduc ing  h imse l f  to  James  Harthouse ,

the  brother  o f  an  MP,  Bounderby  announces  the  set  o f  the  two

Coketown f i c t ions .  " [ I t ]  su i ts  [h is ]  d ispos i t ion  to  have  a  fu l l

understanding  with  a  man,  part i cu lar ly  wi th  a  pub l i c  man"

through th is  announcement  (97) .  However ,  the  gentry  do  "not

regular ly  [be long]  to  the  Gradgr ind  schoo l "  (95 ) .  They  seem to

l i s ten  to  Coketown f i c t ions  dubious ly ,  just  as  Harthouse  does .  " I f

anything  could  have  exal ted  [Harthouse ' s]  interest  in  Mr .

Bounderby"  or  any  Coketown capi ta l i s t ,  " i t  would  have  been  [ the ]

very  c i rcumstance  [o f  h is  l ow b ir th ] .  Or ,  so  [Harthouse]  to ld

[Bounderby] "  (97 ) .  The  sub ject ive  mood  o f  the  sentence shows

that  Harthouse  i s  not  so  impressed ,  though tac t fu l ly  agree ing

with  Bounderby .

     Thus ,  the  double  faces  o f  the  Coketown f i c t ions  emerge
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more  c lear ly .  Coketown capi ta l i s ts  appear  to  intend  the

Coketown f i c t ions  to  just i fy  scanty  wages  for  the ir  workers .

However ,  the  t rue  a im o f  the  f i c t ions  i s  to  prevent  the  pubic

op in ion  o f  the  qual i f i ed  voters  and  the  gentry  o f  the  Ci ty  f rom

support ing  workers '  c iv i l  r ights .

(  2  )  The  Coketown Hal f -F ic t ion

     Louisa  recognises workers  as  "something"  " in  crowds

pass ing  to  and  f rom the ir  nests ,  l ike  ants  or  beet les . "  She  i s  a

product  o f  Coketown fac t  educat ion .  She  "knew,"  that  i s ,

Coketown fac t  educat ion  teaches ,  workers  as

something  to  be  in fa l l ib ly  set t led  by  laws  o f  supply  and

demand;  something  that  b lundered  against  those  laws ,

and  f loundered  into  d i f f i cu l ty ;  something  that  was  a

l i t t le  p inched  when wheat  was  dear ,  and  over -ate  i t se l f

when wheat  was  cheap ;  .  .  .  something  that  occas ional ly

rose  l ike  a  sea ,  and  d id  some harm and waste  ( ch ie f ly  to

i tse l f ) ,  and  fe l l  aga in  (119) .

This  co l l ec t ion  o f  in format ion  i s  des igned  to  be  combined  into  a

Coketown argument  that  workers  are  so  he lp less  (as  to  be  at  the

mercy  o f  e conomic f luc tuat ions ) ,  so  improv ident (as  not  to  save

money  for  a  ra iny  day)  and  so  incapable  (as  to  make  combinat ions

in  va in)  l ike  " lower  creatures , "  that  the ir  combinat ion  i s  noth ing

to  capi ta l i s ts .

     Capi ta l i s ts  invented  th is  argument  o f  "he lp less  workers '
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tr iv ia l  combinat ion"  but  fa i l  to  spread  i t  thoroughly  in  Coketown.

They  cannot  root  out  the  oppos i te  publ i c  op in ion ,  even  f rom the ir

own heads .  Coketown middle - c lass  people  ins is t  that  workers '

combinat ions  "must  be  conquered "  (88 ) . 1 3  Bounderby  ins is ts  on

ex i l ing  t rade  union  leaders  to  set t le  labour  d isputes  (113) .  I f  a

trade  union  i s  nothing  to  middle -c lass  people ,  why  don ' t  they

leave  i t  a lone?  In  addi t ion ,  Bi tzer  asserts  that  workers  are

a lways  "uni t ing ,  and  leaguing” .  How can  combinat ions  t rans ient

l ike  a  s tormy "sea" (119)  be  " the  o ld  way" (88)?

     I t  i s  obv ious  that  th is  " lower  creature"  argument  i s  a  b lu f f :

to  show how power less  workers  are  in  the  face  o f  cap i ta l i s t

supremacy .  In  order  to  see  what  th is  Coketown b lu f f  re f lec ts  o f

Vic tor ian  soc ie ty ,  l e t  us  leave  the  text  for  a  whi le  and  turn  to  the

industr ia l  s tr i fe  o f  those  days .

     Roughly  speaking ,  Vic tor ian  text i le  workers '  s t rategy  o f

1853  to  1854  was  p inpo int ing  each  mi l l  in  turn  with  a  s tr ike  for

h igher  wages ;  s t r ikers  o f  one  mi l l  were  supported ,  espec ia l ly

f inanc ia l ly ,  by  workers  o f  the  o ther  mi l l s .  Then ,  masters  took  a

countermeasure by  c los ing  the ir  mi l l s  a l l  a t  once  and  dec lar ing

this  a  "s tr ike , "  not  a  " lock-out . " 1 4  This  was  because  the  word

" lock-out"  d isc losed  the  fac t  that  the  masters  were  compel led  to

c lose  the  mi l l s  and  that  the  masters  were  respons ib le  i f  the

workers  suf fered  as  a  resul t .  V ic tor ian  capi ta l i s ts  o f  the  North

seem to  have  tr ied  to  s tress  workers '  l oss  but  to  h ide  the ir  own,

caused  by  s tr ikes / lock-outs .  Winters ,  the  Corresponding
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Secretary  o f  the  Nat ional  Assoc iat ion  o f  United  Trades  for  the

Protect ion  o f  Industry ,  presented  a  deta i led  est imate  o f  workers '

l oss  caused  by  the  Preston  Str ike ,  but  sa id  that  " [ they]  had  no

means  o f  knowing  [ the  masters ' ] ” . 1 5  The  se lec t  committee  d id  not

show any  amount  for  masters '  l oss  in  the ir  report  o f  1856  to  the

House  o f  Commons .  S imi lar ly ,  The Annual  Register  o f  May 1854

est imated  the  workers '  l osses  caused  by  the  Preston  s tr ike ,  but

never  the  masters ' . 1 6

     These  two  manipulat ions o f  in format ion － using the term

"str ike"  and  s tress ing  only  the  workers '  l oss－ worked to  impress

the  capi ta l i s t  myth  on  middle -c lass  people :  the ir  combinat ions

were  noth ing  to  the  capi ta l i s ts ,  but  d id  harm to  the  workers

themselves .  Many contemporar ies  appear to  have  accepted  th is

capi ta l i s t  myth .  James  Lowe was  a  rare  middle -c lass  person  who

regarded  the  so -ca l led  "Preston  Str ike"  as  a  "Lock  Out . "  However ,

even  he  suggested  workers '  ignorance  caused  the ir  own suf fer ing

from the  s i tuat ion . 1 7

     What  i s  interest ing  i s  that  middle -c lass  people  who  used

the  term “s tr ike ”  tended  to  reproduce  and  exaggerate  the

capi ta l i s ts '  myth ,  even though they  were  sympathet i c  to  workers .

The I l lustrated  London News  commented  that  " [ ignorant ]  or

unthinking  men [ ra i led ]  against  [ capi ta l ] , "  though capi ta l  was  as

abso lute  as  " the  law o f  grav i tat ion" . 1 8  The  po l i t i ca l  economist  J .

R.  McCul loch  ins is ted  how "advantageous"  workers '

combinat ions  were  to  capi ta l i s ts ;  the ir  s tr ikes  s t imulated  " the
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improvement  o f  machinery"  and  cut  down excess ive  compet i t ion

among masters . 1 9  The Times  commented  that  workers  "a lways"

chose  the  t ime for  s tr ikes  "so  convenient to  the ir  employer"  and

gave  a  pretext  to  cut  down output  when bus iness  was  rather

dul l . 2 0  I f  s t r ikes  were  so  advantageous  to  capi ta l i s ts ,  why d id

they  not  welcome them? These  arguments  are  a  b lu f f  whether

made  on  purpose  or  unconsc ious ly .  Now,  i t  i s  c lear  that  the

Coketown hal f - f i c t ion  o f  he lp less  workers ’  t r iv ia l  combinat ion

certa in ly  has  a  correspondence  in  actual  Vic tor ian  d iscuss ions .

    Moreover ,  the  Vic tor ian  capi ta l i s ts  fa i led  to  establ i sh  th is

b lu f f  as  a  f i rm soc ia l  be l ie f  among middle -c lass  people ,  f or  the

very  reason the  Coketown capi ta l i s ts  fa i l :  the  b lu f f  c lashed  with

the  middle -c lass  publ i c  op in ion  that  d isputes  were  l i f e -and-death

struggle s  between Labour  and  Capi ta l .  Mrs  Gaskel l  observed  th is

publ i c  op in ion  prevai l ing .  In  her  North  and  South ,  when Mrs

Hale  asks ,  "They  are  want ing  h igher  wages ,  I  suppose?" ,  Mrs

Thornton ,  the  mi l l -owner ' s  mother ,  dec lares ,  "That  i s  the  face  o f

the  th ings .  But  the  t ruth  i s ,  they  want  to  be  masters ,  and  make

the  masters  s laves  on  the i r  own grounds" . 2 1  As  F ie ld ing  argues

about  the  Preston  s tr ike ,  though " [ in ]  i t s  s implest  f orm i t  was  a

stra ight forward  d ispute  about  wages , "  " those  which  were  openly

debated  were  less  important  than the  fundamenta l  s t ruggle  for

power" . 2 2  This  i s  exact ly  what  the  double  faces  o f  Coketown

f ic t ions  mean.

     Thus ,  i t  i s  c lear  that  Vic tor ian  cap i ta l i s ts  t r ied  to
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propagate  the  argument  o f  he lp less  workers ’  t r iv ia l  combinat ion ,

but  fa i led  to  es tab l i sh  i t  as  a  f i rm soc ia l  be l ie f  among middle -

c lass  people  because  i t  c lashed  with  middle -c lass  publ i c  op in ion .

Hard Times  c l ear ly  re f lec ts  the i r  at tempt  and  fa i lure  in  the

Coketown hal f - f i c t ion .  However ,  Dickens  never  consc ious ly

car icatured  the  fa i lure .  Dickens  h imsel f  seems to  have  be l ieved

in  the  b luf f  to  some extent .  He  sa id ,  " I  have  heard  o f  s tr ikes  .  .  .

which  were  not  so  d isagreeable  to  some masters  when they

wanted  a  pretext  for  ra is ing  pr i ces" . 2 3  As  the  resul t ,  the  text

f requent ly  suggests  that  the  argument  o f  l ower  creatures ’  t r iv ia l

combinat ion  i s  t rue .  But  i t  just  suggests ,  never  dec lares .

Ambigui ty  i s  mainta ined  throughout .

     F irst  o f  a l l ,  Coketown capi ta l i s ts  be l ieve  that  workers  are

so  s tupid ,  l ike  " lower  creatures"  that  they  need  a  "mischievous

stranger"  (61 ,  111 ,  114)  as  a  t rade  union  leader .  S lackbr idge  i s

certa in ly  a  s tranger .  This  co inc idence  impl ies  the  internal - fac t

o f  the  text  that  workers  are  sure ly  l ike  " lower  creatures . "  But ,

then,  why does  Bi tzer  say  that  workers  "s tand  by  one  another"  in

the ir  combinat ion  (88) ,  rather  than say ing  that  "workers  s tand

by  the  s tranger"?

     In  addi t ion ,  there  are  brackets  in  the  phrase  that  the

workers '  combinat ion  "d id  some harm and waste  ( ch ie f ly  to

i t se l f ) "  (119) .  Stephen Blackpoo l  te l l s  h is  f e l l ow-workers  that

the ir  combinat ion  i s  l ike ly  to  "do  yo  hurt "  rather  than  "do in '  yo

onny  good"  (107) .  Stephen i s  the  idea l i sed  hero  o f  Hard  Times ,
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and h is  words  a lways  represent  an  internal - fact  o f  the  text .  Why

are  there  the  brackets  around th is  internal - fact  o f  the  text?

     Moreover ,  when  Bounderby  asks  Stephen how he  would

set t le  the  soc ia l  "muddle"  in  which  workers  are  s truggl ing ,

Stephen answers ,  "  'T is  not  me  as  should  be  looken to  for  that ,

S ir .  'T is  them as  i s  put  ower  me,  and  ower  aw the  rest  o f  us .  What

do  they  tak  upon  themseln ,  S i r ,  i f  not  to  do  ' t ? "  (113) .  This

answer  a f f i rms  that  workers  need  someone  to  patronise  them,

because  they  lack  autonomy,  l ike  lower  creatures .  Moreover ,

these  words  o f  Stephen 's  obv ious ly  der ive  f rom Car ly le ,  to  whom

Hard Times  was  dedicated .  This  cr i t i c  heard  the  " inart i cu late

prayers"  in  Chart ism:  "Guide  me,  govern  me!  I  am mad and

miserable  and cannot  guide  myse l f ! " . 2 4  There fore ,  the  idea  that

workers  should  be  ru led  must  be  an  internal - fact .  Then,  again ,

why does  Stephen a lso  say ,  " some working  men o '  th is  town

could"  " te l l  .  .  .  what  wi l l  bet ter  aw th is "  ac tual  s i tuat ion  in

muddle  (114) ,  just  a f ter  dec lar ing  that  the  people  "over"  workers

should  be  looked  to  for  the  set t lement?

     These  incons is tenc ies  revea l  that  Dickens  fa i l s  to  establ ish

the  argument  o f  l ower  creatures ’  t r iv ia l  combinat ion  as  a  f i rm

internal - fact  o f  the  text ,  just  as  Vic tor ian  capi ta l i s ts  fa i led ,  and

as  Coketown capi ta l i s ts  fa i l .  Both  Vic tor ian  and  Coketown

capi ta l i s ts  fa i led ,  because  the ir  b lu f f  could  not  overcome the

middle -c lass  publ i c  op in ion  based  on  fear  o f  workers .  Dickens

fa i led  as  wel l .  Scudder  argues  that  Dickens  d id  not  understand
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workers '  potent ia l i ty , 2 5  but  he  cer ta in ly  cons idered  i t ,  though

negat ive ly  wi th  fear . 2 6  The  incons is tenc ies  re f lec t   that  the

Vic tor ian  middle  c lasses ,  inc luding  Dickens ,  f l ounder  between

bluf f  and  fear . 2 7

(  3  )  The  Coketown Facts

     There  i s  an  uns igned  le t ter  to  the  ed i tor  o f  The  Times ,

dated  8  October  1853 ,  which  was  publ i shed  two  days  la ter  under

the  t i t le  "  'S tr ikes '  and  Their  Consequence .  To  the  ed i tor  o f  The

Times " . 2 8  There  i s  a  s t rong  l ikeness  between　 the worker's story

in  th is  l e t ter  and  Hard Times .

     The  s tory  o f  the  le t ter  i s  the  fo l lowing .  Three  months

ear l ier ,  " t rade  meet ings  were  convened , "  and  they  dec ided  to

" [demand]  an  advance  o f  10  percent"  o f  wages .  At  o ther  meet ings ,

"some hal f -dozen  ' speakers '  and  'grand movers '  used  a l l  the ir

e loquence  to  prove  employers  tyrants  and workmen s laves .  The

resul t  was  a  ' turn-out ' . "  Workers  could  not  but  j o in  th is  s tr ike .

For  " [ they]  were  a fra id  to  be  marked  men"  os trac ised  by  the i r

fe l low workers .

     In  Hard  Times ,  S lackbr idge ,  the  speaker  and  grand mover

uses  a l l  h is  e loquence  to  prove  employers  "oppressors"  and

workmen "s laves  o f  an  i ron-handed  and  a  gr inding  despot i sm"

(104-05) .  He  inst igates  workers  to  os trac ise  Stephen who  does

not  j o in  the  t rade  union  (109) .

     The  contr ibutor  o f  the  le t ter  cont inues  that  the  s tr ike  was
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success fu l  and  the  master  accepted  the ir  demand.  However ,

many workers  inc luding  th is  contr ibutor ,  were  d ischarged  soon

af terwards .  "To  keep  h imse l f  f rom s tarv ing ,  [ the  contr ibutor ]

o f fered  to  work  .  .  .  a t  the  o ld  rate  o f  wages . "  This  honest

workman be l ieved  that  i t  was  "a  fa i r  remunerat ion , "  and

regarded  i t  as  an  " in just i ce"  to  demand the  advanced  rate .  Then

he  was  ostrac ised  and  " l i tera l ly  hunted  out"  o f  the  mi l l ,  by  h is

fe l low workers .  However ,  no  master  would  employ  a  new worker

at  the  advanced  rate .

     Stephen i s  os trac ised  by  h is  f e l l ow workers ,  and  d ischarged

by  Bounderby  because  he  t r ies  to  expla in  the  "muddle"  in  which

workers  are  s truggl ing .  Louisa  says ,  "Then,  by  the  pre judices  o f

h is  own c lass ,  and  by  the  pre judices  o f  the  o ther ,  [Stephen]  i s

sacr i f i ced  a l ike?  .  .  .  there  i s  no  p lace  whatever  for  an  honest

workman between them?"  (120) .

     In  those  days ,  i t  was  not  unusual  to  fabr i cate a  f i c t i t i ous

worker  as  the  author  o f  a  l e t ter  or  a  pamphlet ,  to  support  the

creator ' s  op in ion .  George  El io t  not i ced  such  manipulat ion  o f

publ i c  op in ion  and  presented  the  middle -c lass  character  Amos

Barton  in  "The  Sad  Fortune  o f  the  Reverend  Amos  Barton , "  as

be l iev ing  in  such  imaginary  workers . 2 9  D ickens  a l so  seems  to

have  not i ced  such  manipulat ion  to  some extent .  He  had  the

middle -c lass  character  o f  a  chapla in  o f  Coketown ja i l  in  Hard

Times .  This  chapla in  announces  in  the  House  o f  Commons  that

one  o f  the  pr isoners  confessed  with  per fec t  conf idence  that  "he
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would  have  been  a  t ip - top  moral  spec imen"  without  the  " low

haunts"  o f  amusement  quarters  (23) .  This  sounds  l ike  a

transparent  fabr i cat ion .

      As  far  as  I  am able  to  f ind ,  no  one  has  c la imed so ,  but  i t  i s

poss ib le  that  the  ostrac ised  worker ' s  l e t ter  in  The Times  i s  a l so  a

fake .  F irst ly ,  could  an  unemployed  worker  buy  such  an  expens ive

paper  as  The Times? 3 0  People  a lso  had  to  pay  to  use  a  c i rcu lat ion

l ibrary  or  penny reading  rooms,  though the  lat ter  was  re lat ive ly

cheap. 3 1  Secondly ,  the  author  was  unusual ly  h ighly  educated  for

a  mere  worker ,  apart  f rom a  leader .  He  read  and  understood  such

a  h ighbrow paper  as  The Times ,  the  readers  o f  which  were  most ly

o f  the  upper  c lasses  and  the  inte l lec tual  middle  c lasses . 3 2

Third ly  and  conc lus ive ly ,  th is  worker  thanked  The  Times  f or  the

"able  art i c le  on  ' s t r ikes ' "  o f  the  prev ious  day .  This  i s  most

implaus ib le  because  i t  was  a  very  b iased  art i c le ,  even

compla in ing  o f  workers '  ignorance .  Accord ing  to  the  art i c le ,  the

workers  were  so  ignorant  as  not  to  understand that  the

employers  could  not  a f ford  h igher  wages  a f ter  spending  money  on

luxuries .  Thus ,  i t  i s  proper  to  suppose  that  th is  l e t ter  was

fabr icated  to  t r i ck  the  eyes  o f  the  readership  o f  the  upper  c lasses

and educated  middle  c lasses .

     Butt  and  Ti l lo tson  argue  that  "Dickens  habi tual ly  read  The

Times . "  They  demonstrate  how "both  the  po l i cy  o f  the  newspaper

and i t s  interpretat ion  o f  fac ts  are  represented  wi thout  much

dis tor t ion"  in  Bleak  House . 3 3  Anne  Smith  shows  th is  i s  the  case
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with  Hard  Times .  She  scrut in ises  Dickens '  re l iance  on  The  Times

f or  many deta i l s  espec ia l ly  about  industr ia l  d isputes . 3 4  I t  seems

very  l ike ly  that  Dickens  took  inspirat ion  f rom the  fabr i cated

let ter ,  but  there  i s  no  external  ev idence  to  conf i rm this . 3 5  There

is  a lso  the  great  poss ib i l i ty  that  Dickens  came across  s imi lar

stor ies  about  workers '  combinat ions  in  o ther  p laces ,  as  they  had

taken such  deep  root  among the  middle  c lasses  as  to  become a

soc ia l  myth . 3 6  The  po int  i s  that both  the  fake  le t ter  and  the

internal - facts  o f  Hard  Times  g ive  readers  images  o f  s imple  and

gul l ib le  workers  eas i ly  contro l led  by  ag i tat ing  t rade  union

leaders ,  and  the  portra i t  o f  a  man who  i s  os trac ised  for  not  be ing

obedient  to  the  leaders '  pr inc ip les .  Here  i s  the  reproduct ion  o f

capi ta l i s ts '  fabr i cat ion  in  Hard  Times .

(  4  )  Conc lus ion

     Let  us  br ie f ly  summarise  the  main  po ints  made  so  far .

F irst ly ,  the  two  Coketown f i c t ions  are  addressed  to  the  qual i f i ed

voters  and the  MPs,  so  as  to  prevent  them from support ing

workers '  c iv i l  r ights .  Secondly ,  the  Coketown capi ta l i s ts  fa i l  to

spread  the  argument  o f  he lp less  workers ’  t r iv ia l  combinat ions

thoroughly  in  Coketown,  whi le  Dickens  a lso  fa i l s  to  es tab l i sh  i t

as  a  f i rm internal - fact  o f  the  text .  Third ly ,  Coketown fac ts ,  that

is ,  internal - fac ts  o f  the  text ,  have  a  s trong  s imi lar i t ies  wi th  a

fake  le t ter  probably  fabr icated  to  t r i ck  the  eyes  o f  the  readership

of  The Times .
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     In  comparing  the  Coketown f i c t ions  and  the  fake  le t ter ,  the

correspondence  between them is  obv ious .  The  former  are

fabr icated  to  prevent  the  qual i f i ed  voters  and  espec ia l ly  MPs

from support ing  workers '  demand for  c iv i l  r ights :  the  lat ter  to

prevent  the  readership  o f  The Times  f rom support ing  i t－ the

readership  which  cons is ted  o f  the  upper  and  the  educated  middle

c lasses  produc ing  most  qual i f i ed  voters  and  the  MPs .  Moreover ,

the  fake  le t ter  was  a  form o f  j ournal i sm,  which  p layed  a  great

ro le  in  manipulat ing  publ i c  op in ion ,  as  j ournal i sm was  supposed

to  show rea l i t ies .  And I  have  ment ioned  that  Coketown

capi ta l i s ts  propagate  the ir  f i c t ions  as  fac ts .  The  s logan o f

Coketown fac t  educat ion  i s  "Never  wonder . "  To  have  such  a

respectab le  paper  as  The Times  publ i sh  the  fake  le t ter  was  cra f ty ,

in  order  to  inhib i t  the  readers  f rom "wonder ing"  i f  i t  was

truthful .

     This  correspondence  shows  the  i rony  that  Hard  Times

reproduces  the  Vic tor ian  capi ta l i s ts ’  myth  o f  incapab le workers

in  the  Coketown facts ,  whi le  i t  grotesquely  car i catures  Vic tor ian

capi ta l i s ts '  fabr i cat ion  o f  soc ia l  myths ,  and  success fu l ly  shows

us  the  tr i cks  o f  the  manipulat ion ,  in  the  Coketown f i c t ions .  In

other  words ,  Hard Times ,  both  severe ly  sat i res  capi ta l i s ts '

fabr icat ion  o f  soc ia l  myths  and  i s  i t se l f  t rapped  with in  such  a

fabr icat ion .  This  incons is tency  l i es  in  a  cont inui ty  f rom the

Coketown f i c t ions  to  the  Coketown fac ts .  Hard Times  c r i t i c i ses

the  myth  at  one  end  o f  the  cont inui ty ,  reproduces  the  myth  at  the
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other  end ,  and  f lounder s  through i t  in  the  middle .  However ,  the

whole  cont inui ty  re f l ec ts  the  same Victor ian  myth o f  incapable

workers－ the  creatures  who  should  be  patronised .

     Actual ly  there  are  gaps  in  the  Coketown facts  themselves

espec ia l ly  about  the  t rade  union .  I ts  l eader  S lackbr idge  i s

portrayed  negat ive ly  as  a  "complacent"  demagogue ,  whi le  the

union  members  are  descr ibed  rather  favourably  as  "honest , "

"manly , "  "good-humoured"  (105) ,  and  with  a  s trong  "sense  o f

honour"  (106) .  The  gap  between them is  so  large  that  i t  i s ,  as  the

narrator  says ,  "part i cu lar ly  s trange  .  .  .  to  see  [ the ]  crowd .  .  .  so

ag i tated  by  such  a  leader"  (105) .

     Shaw ca l l s  S lackbr idge  "a  mere  f igment  o f  the  middle -c lass

imaginat ion" . 3 7  I  ca l l  the  idea l i sed  workers  "a  f igment  o f  the

working-c lass  soc ia l  myth" :  fabr i cated  to  s trengthen the ir  own

so l idar i ty .  For  example ,  Thomas  Mart in  Wheeler ,  the  Secretary

to  the  Nat ional  Charter  Assoc iat ion ,  publ i shed  the  propaganda

novel  Sunshine  and  Shadow ser ia l ly  in  The  Northern  Star ,  which

presents  portra i ts  o f  working  characters  very  s imi lar  to  those  o f

Hard Times . 3 8

     I  would  not  c la im that  Dickens  read  th is  nove l .  Dickens

probably obta ined  the  favourab le images  o f  workers  mainly  when

he  trave l led  to  see  the  Preston  Str ike .  The  portra i ts  o f  workers

in  h is  j ournal i s t i c  ar t i c le  "On Str ike , "  show a  s trong  l ikeness  to

those  o f  Hard  Times .  However ,  i t  i s  very  l ike ly  that  the  Preston

workers  behaved  themselves  more  respectably  in  f ront  o f  Dickens ,
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and that  he  accepted  th is  as  typ ica l .  As  Dickens  h imsel f  in ferred ,

they  knew that  " [he ]  was  there  to  carry  what  [he ]  heard  and  saw

to  the  oppos i te  s ide ;  indeed  one  speaker  seemed to  int imate  as

such" .  Even  without  such  int imat ion ,  th is  would  have  been

obvious  to  them as  " [Dickens]  and  [h is ]  companion  were  the  only

persons  present ,  not  o f  the i r  own order" . 3 9

     Brant l inger ,  moreover ,  in fers  that  only  the  owners  o f  model

factor ies  opened  the ir  doors  for  Dickens ,  and  that  he  took  them

as  typica l .  He  says  that  th is  i s  why Hard Times  hard ly  shows  any

scene  o f  the  workers  suf fer ing  f rom poverty  and  masters '  i l l -

t reatment . 4 0  Thus  Dickens  seems to  have  been  tossed  to -and- f ro

by  the  soc ia l  myths  o f  both  Labour  and  Capi ta l .

     There  has  been  a  long  d ispute  about  the  accuracy  o f  Hard

Times .  I t  seems me that  th is  has  confused  two  d i f ferent

standards .  Somet imes  the  portra i ts  are  regarded  as  fa lse  in

re lat ion  to  what  the  cr i t i c  be l ieves  the  rea l i t ies  o f  the  North

were . 4 1  Somet imes  they  are  cons idered  t rue  when compared  with

the  images  he ld  by  some part i cu lar  party  o f  Vic tor ian  t imes  such

as  the  manufactur ing  workers ,  the  middle -c lasses ,  or  the  readers

o f  The Times . 4 2  This  confus ion  i s  mainly  caused  as  the  myths  o f

both  s ides  between Labour  and  Capi ta l  are  intermingled  into

Hard Times .

     The  Chart i s t  l eader  Ernest  Jones  came f rom a  middle -c lass

background,  but  the  working  c lasses  had  produced  the ir  own

exce l lent  leaders ,  such  as  Wheeler  and  the  leader  o f  the  Preston
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Str ike  George  Cowel l .  They  d id  not  need  "s trangers"  f or  the ir

leaders .  They  had  begun to  fabr i cate the i r  own soc ia l  myths  by

themselves .  Mart in  Wheeler  announced  in  the  pre face  o f

Sunshine  and  Shadow ,  that  he  wrote  the  nove l  " to  wie ld  the

power  o f  imaginat ion  over  the  youth  o f  [ the  workers ' ]  party"

against  the  f i c t ions  o f  " the  opponents  o f  [ the ir ]  pr inc ip les" . 4 3  On

the  other  hand,  the  capi ta l i s ts  o f  the  North  came to  contro l

publ i c  op in ion  tact i ca l ly  in  the  late -n ineteenth  century  so  as  to

secure  new fore ign  markets.  They  encouraged  d ip lomats ,  the

navy  and  army,  miss ionar ies,  explorers  and  a lso  the  working

c lasses ,  whose  power  they  could  no  longer  ignore ,  to  support

co lon ia l i sm. 4 4  Both  Labour  and  Capi ta l  recognised  the

importance  o f  the  press  more  and  more .  Fader  ca l l s  the

nineteenth  century  the  “age  o f  per iod ica ls” . 4 5  Most  major

po l i t i ca l ,  soc ia l  or  re l ig ious  groups  had  estab l i shed  the ir  own

per iod ica l s  as  organs  to  express  the ir  op in ions  by  the  t ime o f  the

abo l i t ion  o f  the  s tamp duty ,  the  so - ca l led  “tax  on  knowledge ”  in

1855, 4 6  the  year  a f ter  Hard  Times  was  publ i shed .  I t  was  the

opening  o f  the  in format ion  age  with  the  mass  reading  publ i c

deve lop ing . 4 7  Hard Times  re f lec ts  and  incarnates  the  propaganda

batt le f ie ld  o f  the  coming  age .
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