20 (1989): 193-243.

“Love is such a priceless treasure that you can redeem every thing
in the world by it, and expiate not only your own but other people’s

sins.” (F. M. Dostoyevsky, The Brothers Karamazov, |, ii, 3.)

(3. S. Mill, 1806-73)

20
(Jeremy Bentham, 1748-1832)
(Hard Times, 1854)
(Little Dorrit, 1855 57) 1850
(Catherine [Kate], 1815-79)
1855 1
(David Copperfield, 1849-50)
(John Forster, 1812-76) “Why isit, that as with poor David, a sense comes

aways crushing on me now, when | fall into low spirits, as of one happiness | have missed in life,

and one friend and companion | have never made?’ (Forster 2: 197)



40 (1, ii, 16) (Arthur Clennam)
43

“This moral crisis is most immediately represented by the condition of
Arthur Clennam’s will, by his sense of guilt, by his belief that he is unloved and unlovable, by his
retirement to the Marshalsea as by an act of choice, by his sickness unto death.” (Ford and Lane

291) !

(Great Expectations, 1860-61)
(Philip Pirrip)

(A. Wilson 270-71)

(Peggotty)
(Wilkins Micawber)

(Dora)



(Dombey and Son,
1846-48) (Florence Dombey) (Bleak House, 1852 53)

(Esther Summerson)



“a poor, irresolute, frightened chap” (1, xxx, 750)

“retiring character” |, xxvi, 303

20

(1, xiii, 158) 1 3
“HOME" (I, iii, 26) (Amy Dorrit)
“Don’t call it home[. . ]. It isalways painful to me to hear

you call it home.” (I, xxii, 256)

“the darkly threatening place that went by the name of Homein his
remembrance” (I1, xiii, 568)

(Ludgate Hill)

He sat in the same place as the day died, looking at the dull houses opposite, and
thinking, if the disembodied spirits of former inhabitants were ever conscious of them, how
they must pity themselves for their old places of imprisonment. Sometimes a face would
appear behind the dingy glass of awindow, and would fade away into the gloom asiif it had
seen enough of life and had vanished out of it. (1, iii, 31)

(retrospection) (introspection)

self-pity



Arthur opened the long low window, and looked out upon the old blasted and blackened
forest of chimneys, and the old red glare in the sky, which had seemed to him once upon a
time but a nightly reflection of the fiery environment that was presented to his childish fancy

in all directions, let it look where it would. (1, iii, 38)

“only one

silent figure within the ever-frowning walls’ (11, xxviii, 720)
(Daniel Doyce) (micro-
cosm) “the Circumlocution Office” (Il, X,

100) {, x, 114)

“cursing, vengeance, and destruction”

“a prayer too poor in spirit” (I, v, 45)

40
(I, xxxi, 770)
“her old impiety” (Il, xxx, 754)
“aservant and a minister”
(I, xxx, 754)

“an instrument of severity against sin” (11, xxxi, 770)



“aclay image of her Creator” (l1, XxX, 754)

(Walder
188) “a bible bound, like her own
construction of it, in the hardest, barest, and straitest boards” (I, iii, 30)

“offences to expiate” (I, xxx, 350)

(F. R. Leavis 167)
“parents who weighed, measured, and priced everything”
“a gloomy sacrifice of tastes and sympathies that were never their own,

offered up as a part of abargain for the security of their possessions” (I, ii, 20)

(Max Weber, 1864 1920) (1904 05)

(, iii, 30) 40



(1, v, 46)
(1, v, 47)
(Jeremiah Flintwinch)
(1, v, 51)
“grasping at money”
“driving hard bargains’ (1, v, 47)
4
(idolaters) (1, iii, 30)

(Hamlet, 1600-01)
3 1

“Relinquishit, or beginit all over again?’
“it shall be begun all over again!” (Il,
viii, 502)



“thoughtful mood”
“hislife, with all its misdirection and little happiness’ (I, xiii, 157)

(hopeful yearnings) (1, iii, 33)
“fancy”

(1, iv, 40)

He was a dreamer in such wise, because he was a man who had, deep-rooted in his
nature, a belief in al the gentle and good things his life had been without. Bred in meanness
and hard dealing, this had rescued him to be a man of honourable mind and open hand.. . .]

And this saved him still from the whimpering weakness and cruel selfishness|. . .]. A
disappointed mind he had, but a mind too firm and healthy for such unwholesome air. Leaving
himself in the dark, it could rise into the light, seeing it shine on others and hailing it. (I, xiii,

158)

(Rigaud, aka Blandois or
Lagnier) “the child of circumstances’ (I, xi, 120)

(Mr. Meagles)
“awaif and stray everywhere” (1, ii, 19)

‘I have no will. That is to say,’ - he coloured a little, - ‘next to none that | can put in

action now. Trained by main force; broken, not bent; heavily ironed with an object on which |



was never consulted and which was never mine [. . .] what is to be expected from me in
middle life? Will, purpose, hope? All those lights were extinguished before | could sound the

words.’ (I, ii, 20)

“too inert, too passive a character to

perform the function Dickens seems to have meant him to perform” (Thurley 237)

“the poor belated wanderer in a strange land” (I,

xiii, 157)

(Luke 10: 30-37)
“Teacher, what shall | do to inherit eterna life?’
“Thou shalt love the Lord thy God [. . .] and thy neighbor as thyself.” !

As the fierce dark teaching of his childhood had never sunk into his heart, so that first article
in his code of morals was, that he must begin, in practical humility, with looking well to his
feet on Earth, and that he could never mount on wings of words to Heaven. Duty on earth,
restitution on earth, action on earth; these first, as the first steep steps upward. Strait was the

gate and narrow wastheway [. . .]. (I, xxvii, 311)



10

(Thurley 234-37)

(1, v, 53)

(1, v, 48)

“the Marshalsea Prison” (I, vi, 58)
(William Dorrit)
“the Father of the Marshalsea’ (I, vi, 65)

A swift thought shot into his mind. In that long imprisonment here, and in her own long
confinement to her room, did his mother find a balance to be struck? ‘I admit that | was
accessory to that man's captivity. | have suffered for it in kind. He has decayed in his prison:

| in mine. | have paid the penalty.’ (1, viii, 86)

(I, xxx, 347)
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(psychosomatics)

(I, xxxi, 767) “rheumatic
affection” “its attendant debility or nervous weakness’ (I, iii, 34)
9
(1, x, 108)
(I, xxii,
248) 10
“l want to know " (I, x, 108)
(laissez faire)
(I, xx, 638)
(I, xxiii, 661)
(Affery) “I want to know what is

amiss here; | want some light thrown on the secrets of this house.” (11, xxiii, 669)

“1 want to know [. . .] how you dare direct a suspicion of murder against my mother’s house?’ (l1,
Xxviii, 725)
(I, xxviii, 728)

”

“| want to know
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(1, viii, 82)
(1, xiii, 137)
(Thomas Plornish) (Christopher
Cashy)
(I, xxvii, 311)
(I, xxiii, 268)
“Testimonia” (I, viii,
80) (Tip)
(Frederick
Dorrit)
(Pancks)

43
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“[a] staff to bear him company upon his downward journey and cheer it” (I, xiii, 158)

“her sinful and shameful

affections” (l1, xxx, 755)

If the presence of Arthur was a daily reproach to his father, and if the absence of Arthur was a
daily agony to his mother, that was the just dispensation of Jehovah. [. . .] | devoted myself to
reclaim the otherwise predestined and lost boy; to give him the reputation of an honest origin;
to bring him up in fear and trembling, and in alife of practical contrition for the sins that were
heavy on his head before his entrance into this condemned world. Was that a cruelty? Was |,
too, not visited with consequences of the original offence in which | had no complicity? (I1,

XXX, 755-56)

“insatiable vengeance and unquenchable fires’ (11, xxx, 755)
11

(I, xxx, 751)
(I, xxxi, 768-69)
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“aquilty creature”
“it was appointed to
me to lay the hand of punishment upon that creature of perdition.” (I, xxx, 753)

(I, xxxi, 768)

(lex talionis)

“a sullen

sense of injury in his heart” (1, iii, 30)
12

“indecision and

inaction” (I, xvi, 183)

(1, v, 45)
{, iii, 33)

(I, xxx, 751)

(1, v, 47)
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“afemale Lucifer in appetite for power” (11, xxx, 760)

13

Her resolution not to enter on the question with him, and his knowledge of her
indomitable character, enhanced his sense of helplessness. It was like the oppression of a
dream to believe that shame and exposure were impending over her and his father’s memory,
and to be shut out, as by a brazen wall, from the possibility of coming to their ad. [. . .] His
advice, energy, activity, money, credit, al his resources whatsoever, were all made useless. If
she had been possessed of the old fabled influence, and had turned those who looked upon
her into stone, she could not have rendered him more completely powerless (so it seemed to
him in his distress of mind) than she did, when she turned her unyielding face to his in her

gloomy room. (I, xxiii, 659)

(Medusa)

“the paralysis
of which every hour that passed over his head made him more acutely sensible” (11, xxiii, 659)

“the defaulter whose appeal lay to the tribunal where those severe eyes
presided” (1, v, 45)

(1, xiii, 158)

“alady without pity, without love, implacable, revengeful, cold as the stone, but raging as

thefire” (11, xxx, 751)
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(Twickenham)

(Pet)

“abond [. . .] extending even beyond this

present life” (I, xvii, 204)

(11, viii, 503)
(I, xxviii, 325)
2
21 “THE HISTORY OF A SELF TORMENTOR"
(Miss
Wade)
(I, xxi, 651)
(Henry
Gowan)
(I, xxi, 651)
(Tattycoram)

“her bondage and sense of injustice” (I,

XXi, 651)



“birth” (I, xxvii, 319)

reminder of [Pet’s] own superiority and her gracious condescension” (I, xxvii, 319)

14

(I, xxiii, 328)

“the locked-up wealth of his affection and imagination” (I, xiii, 143)
(Flora Finching)

“the one tender recollection of his experience” (I, xiii, 158)

17

“aliving
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“some resemblance, real or imagined, to [Fiora's]

face that had soared out of his gloomy life into the bright glories of fancy” (1, iii, 40)

(sweet gravity) (Slater 70)

(1, xvi, 1 90)

‘Suppose that a man,” so his thoughts ran, ‘who had been of age some twenty years or
so; who was a diffident man, from the circumstances of his youth; who was rather a grave
man, from the tenor of his life [. . .] who had no kind sisters to present to her; who had no
congenia home to make her known in; who was a stranger in the land; who had not a fortune
to compensate, in any measure, for these defects; who had nothing in his favour but his honest
love and his general wish to do right  suppose such a man were to come to this house, and
were to yield to the captivation of this charming girl, and were to persuade himself that he

could hope to win her; what aweakness it would be!’

kkkkkhkkkkkkhkhkkkhkhkhkkkhkhkhkkkhkhkkkkx*k

Why should he be vexed or sore at heart? It was not his weakness that he had imagined.
It was nobody’s, nobody’s within his knowledge; why should it trouble him? And yet it did
trouble him. (1, xvi, 194)
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(1, xvi, 190)

“NOBODY’S WEAKNESS’ (I, xvi, 183), “NOBODY'S RIVAL” (I, xvii, 197), “NOBODY’S
STATE OF MIND” (I, xxvi, 298), “NOBODY'S DISAPPEARANCE" (I, xxviii, 324)

(Dabney 104-05)

15

(I, xxvi, 298)

(self-deception)
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(I, xxvi, 298)

(I, xxviii, 327)
(I, xxviii, 329)

While the flowers, pale and unreal in the moonlight, floated away upon the river; and thus do
greater things that once were in our breasts, and near our hearts, flow from us to the eternal

seas. (I, xxviii, 330)

“the forbidden passion” (I, xxvi, 301)

(1, xvi, 197)
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(Maria Beadnell, 1810-86)

(Mrs. Winter)
(Cockshut 156)
(Mr. FsAunt)

The major characteristics discoverable by the stranger in Mr F.’s Aunt, were extreme
severity and grim taciturnity; sometimes interrupted by a propensity to offer remarksin a deep
warning voice, which, being totally uncalled for by anything said by anybody, and traceable to
no association of ideas, confounded and terrified the Mind. Mr F.’s Aunt may have thrown in
these observations on some system of her own, and it may have been ingenious, or even

subtle: but the key to it was wanted. (I, xiii, 149)

“inveterate feelings’ (I, xxxv, 404)

(Slater 70) (1, xiii, 146)
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(1, xiii, 150)

(I, xxiii, 268)
(I, xxiii, 263)

“the uninitiated” (1, xxiii, 267)

“speculating” (I, xx, 653)
(I, xx, 653)
(Mr. Merdle) “the
greatest Forger and the greatest Thief” (l1, xxv, 691)

(11, xiii, 554)

(actual sin)

(Mr. Rugg)

‘My course,” said Clennam, brushing away some tears that had been silently dropping

down his face, ‘must be taken at once. What wretched amends | can make must be made. |
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must clear my unfortunate partner’s reputation. | must retain nothing for myself. | must resign
to our creditors the power of management | have so much abused, and | must work out as
much of my fault or crime  asis susceptible of being worked out in the rest of my days.’
(I, xxvi, 693)

(must)

(I, xxvi, 695)

sins of commission

sins of omission

(11, xiii, 563)

The little creature seemed so young in his eyes, that there were moments when he found

himself thinking of her, if not speaking to her, asif she were a child. Perhaps he seemed as old

in her eyes as she seemed young in his. (I, ix, 91)

“pity” (1, ix, 92)

(reaction formation)

“[the] Child of the Marshalsea’ (I, vii, 68)
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(I, xvi, 183)
(1, ix, 95)
28 “little mother”

(Maggy)
(,ix, 92)

(I, xiv, 166)
“the Iron Bridge” (I, ix, 91)

my
poor child” (1, ix, 92)
“My poor child!” (I, xiv, 160)
(I, xiv,
161)
(1, xiv, 160)
(1, xiv, 170)
(Young John
Chivery) (I, xviii, 212)
16
peripeteia

She was his innocent friend, his delicate child, his dear Little Dorrit. [. . .] He regarded her
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from a point of view which in its remoteness, tender as it was, he little thought would have
been unspeakabl e agony to her. He speculated about her future destiny, and about the husband
she might have, with an affection for her which would have drained her heart of its dearest

drop of hope, and brokenit. (11, viii, 504)

(I, xxiv, 284)

(the shadow of Someone) (11, xxiv, 285)

(sublimation)

2 2

She is so true and so devoted, and knows so completely that all her love and duty are
his for ever, that you may be certain she will love him, admire him, praise him, and concea
al his faults, until she dies. | believe she conceals them, and always will conceal them, even
from herself.

She has given him a heart that can never be taken back; and however much he may try
it, he will never wear out its affection. You know the truth of this, as you know everything, far

far better than | [. . .]. (II, xi, 536)

(I, xi, 537)
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(I, xi, 537)
(I1, xi, 535)

(I1, i, 535)

‘[...] | am afraid you fancy too much, sir, and make me out too powerful. If you were
in prison, could | bring such comfort to you?

‘Yes, Little Dorrit, | am sure of it.’

He gathered from a tremor on her lip, and a passing shadow of great agitation on her
face, that her mind was with her father. (I, xxii, 254)

(I, xxii, 254)
(Young John Chivery)
“Your
fancy. You are completely mistaken.” (11, xxvii, 710)
(Matt. 7: 3)



(I1, viii, 504)
“friend and adviser” (I, xxxii, 374)

(I, xxxii, 375)

12
(Oliver Twist)
Squeers) (Dotheboys Hall)
Murdstone)

(Thomas Gradgrind)
(Dr. Alexander Manette)
(Miss Havisham)

(I, xxxii, 374)

27

(Wackford

(Mr. Paul Dombey)

(Lady Dedlock)

(Edward
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(initiation)

(I, xxviii, 730)

(Lord Decimus)
(Ferdinand Barnacle) “solitude and dejection” (I, xxviii, 720)
(I, xxviii, 721)
“a bitter sense of his helplessness” (I1, xxviii, 729)

“apublic offender” (I, x, 113)

“aborn nobleman” (I1, xxxiv, 796)

(amoral

support) (I, viii, 500)

(deus ex machina)

(I, xxvi, 697)
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(I, xxvi, 696-97)

17

2 27 “THE PUPIL OF THE
MARSHALSEA” (I, xxvii, 699) “the
Marshalsea College” (I, xxxi, 357)

“the whirling wheel of life” (I1, xxvii, 700)

‘When | first gathered myself together,” he thought, ‘and set something like purpose before
my jaded eyes, whom had | before me, toiling on, for a good object’'s sake, without
encouragement, without notice, against ignoble obstacles that would have turned an army of
received heroes and heroines? One weak girl! When | tried to conquer my misplaced love, and
to be generous to the man who was more fortunate than | [. . .] in whom had | watched
patience, self-denial, self-subdual, charitable construction, the noblest generosity of the

affections? In the same poor girl! (11, xxvii, 700)

“the reward of having
wandered away from her, and suffered anything to pass between him and his remembrance of her

virtues’ (11, xxvii, 700)

(I, xxvii, 704)
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Her absence in his altered fortunes made it, and him in it, so very desolate and so much in
need of such aface of love and truth, that he turned against the wall to weep, sobbing out, as
his heart relieved itself, ‘O my Little Dorrit!” (11, xxvi, 699)

(11, viii, 503)

(Hornback 102)

(I, xxvii, 707)

(I, xxvii, 710)
“adull imprisoned bird” (Il, xxvii, 704)
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(I, xxix, 734)

“the first wan trace of day” (l1, xxix, 734)

For a burning restlessness set in, an agonised impatience of the prison, and a conviction
that he was going to break his heart and die there, which caused him indescribable suffering.
His dread and hatred of the place became so intense that he felt it a labour to draw his breath
in it. The sensation of being stifled sometimes so overpowered him, that he would stand at
the window holding his throat and gasping. At the same time a longing for other air, and a
yearning to be beyond the blind blank wall, made him feel as if he must go mad with the

ardour of the desire. (I1, xxix, 734)

(I, xxix, 735)
18 19

Changeless and barren, looking ignorantly at all the seasons with its fixed, pinched face
of poverty and care, the prison had not a touch of any of these beauties on it. Blossom what
would, its bricks and bars bore uniformly the same dead crop. Yet Clennam, listening to the
voice asit read to him, heard in it al that great Nature was doing, heard in it all the soothing
songs she sings to man. At no Mother’s knee but hers had he ever dwelt in his youth on
hopeful promises, on playful fancies, on the harvests of tenderness and humility that lie
hidden in the early-fostered seeds of the imagination [. . .]. But, in the tones of the voice that
read to him, there were memories of an old feeling of such things, and echoes of every

merciful and loving whisper that had ever stolen to himin hislife. (11, xxxiv, 790)
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(I, xxii,254)

(1, vii, 70)
(I, xxix, 738)

“an inward fortitude, that rose with his love’ (lI, xxix,
737) (I, xxix, 739)
(I, xxix, 736)

(I, xxix, 739)

“reserve and self-mistrust” (I1, xxix, 739)

“undying love” (11, xxix, 741)

“1 love you dearly!” (11, xxxiv, 792)
20
(Amy [OF < L = beloved])
(I, xxxiv, 793)
(Theseus)

(Ariadne) 2
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(spiritually redemptive

powers) (Slater 284)

(mutton

dressed as lamb) (A. Wilson 60)

As he embraced her, she said to him, ‘ They never told me you wereill,” and drawing an
arm softly round his neck, laid his head upon her bosom, put a hand upon his head, and
resting her cheek upon that hand, nursed him as lovingly, and GOD knows as innocently, as
she had nursed her father in that room when she had been but a baby, needing al the care

from others that she took of them. (11, xxix, 736)

22
23

24



(11, xxxi, 768)
(I, xxxi, 770)
“I loveyou!” (I, xxxiv,
801) “loving deception”
The Clarendon Dickens Charles Dickens, Little Dorrit, ed. Harvey P.

Sucksmith (London: Oxford UP, 1979)

1. “a moment when the old primitive

motive could no longer serve, when the joy of impressing his powers on the world no longer seemed
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delightful in itself, and when the first, simple, honest, vulgar energy of desire no longer seemed
appropriate to hisidea of himself” (Trilling 291)
2.

“The Dickens myth
[...] isthe representative myth for bourgeoisman  for Western man, that is, at this particular stage
of his technological, economic and social development, the stage reached in the capitalist, industrial
era. Man in this situation suffers from unique and novel discomforts  from uncertainties as to
purpose, identity, and status. But he suffers also from a new limits and extent of his own

responsibilities that is Dickens's main subject.” (Thurley 231)

(Lucas 255)

(Chesterton 185)
40

4, “The book took its origin from the
notion he had of aleading man for a story who should bring about all the mischief in it, lay it al on
Providence, and say at every fresh calamity, ‘Well, it's a mercy, however, nobody was to blame you

know!" The title first chosen, out of many suggested, was Nobody’s Fault.” (Forster 2: 179)

“Nobody’s Fault”

“[1] is another way of saying it is everybody’s fault, that the sad
state of this world is the result of a collective human crime of selfishness, hypocrisy, weakness of
will, or sham.” (Miller 232-33) “[1t] was developing into aless political,
but more complex satirical anatomy of a Society where no individual could be blamed for its
corruptions, but where everyone contributed to that atmosphere of deception and the evasion of

responsibility seeping from politics into every area of English life.” (Lund 46)
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(Ham. 2.2.249)
5.
(Pelagius,
3607-?420) (Jean-Jacques
Rousseau, 1712-78) (Cockshut 153-54)
(I, xxviii, 720)
“just and upright” (11, xxxi, 769)
6.
“a social environment which constrains and suffocates personal will and
individuality” (Brown 86)
7. “What can we do for
ourselves?” (1, xxvi, 694) “It

is, what can | do for my partner, how can | best make reparation to him?” (I, xxvi, 695)

300

(Johnson 2: 886)
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“the gloomy labyrinth of her thoughts” (I1, v. 44) “her cell
of years’ (I, xxxi, 766)
“She stood at the window, bewildered,

looking down into this prison as it were out of her own different prison.” (11, xxxi, 767)

“some deep-seated recondite complaint” (I, xxi, 247)

“[He] stood out at a distant window, with his hands crossed under his uneasy coat-cuffs,

clasping hiswrists as if her were taking himself into custody.” (I, xxxiii, 386)

10. 1856 4
“It is much better to go on and fret, than to stop and fret. Asto repose  for some men there's no
such thing in thislife.” 1857 “1 have now no relief but in action. | am
become incapable of rest. | am quite confident | should rust, break, and die, if | spared myself.”
(Forster 2: 196, 198)

11. “‘I am
humbled and deceived!  Not I, that isto say,” she added quickly, as colour flushed into her face; ‘a
greater than I. What am 1?7 (I1, xxx, 757) (slips of the tongue)

(parapraxis)

12. “But | only tell you
that if you ever renew that theme with me, | will renounce you; | will so dismiss you through that

doorway, that you had better have been motherless from your cradle.” (I, v, 51)

13. (basilisk glance)

“evil leer” (11, xxx, 749)
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(Zimmerman 94)
“staring” (1,1, 1)
14. “the perversion of the desire for love”

(Trilling 287)

“a woman
imprisoned in a neurosis which has condemned her to the delusion that she can never be loved” (E.
Wilson 57)
15. “[. . .] the word ‘nobody’ is dual in character: it can be a straight negative, but
can be used syntactically to refer to a positive entity.” (Hobsbaum 190)
16. “the devoted and self-effacing little mouse, who hardly
aspiresto beloved”

“the type of woman that Dickens is chiefly glorifying during the years from Martin Chuzzewit
through Little Dorrit” (E. Wilson 58)

17.

(I, xxii, 248)

(I, xxvi, 697)

18. 3

(FloraL [flor-, flos flower])

“peony” (I, xiii, 143)
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Vries 94
19.
1 13
‘From the unhappy suppression of my youngest days, through the rigid and unloving home
that followed them [. . .] what have | found!’
His door was softly opened, and these spoken words startled him, and came as if they were
an answer:
‘Little Dorrit.’ (I, xiii, 158-59)
20.

“The
novel centers not on how to escape from prison  and less yet on how to ‘raze it to the ground’

but on how, and at what cost, to become free within it.”

(Weinstein 51)
21.
(Perseus) (Andromeda)
(Jackson 138)
1
22.

“the weak figure with its strong purpose” (I, xiv, 162)

“aslender child in body, a strong heroine in soul” (I, xxxii, 374)
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1 2 “POVERTY” “RICHES’

23. “FELLOW
TRAVELLERS’ 2
“restless travelers through the pilgrimage of life” (1, ii, 26)
“the idea that people are fatefully
intertwined in one another’s lives, often without knowing it or intending it” “Dickens’
sense that a human life is not motionless but is perpetually flowing on with the river of time toward

its destined adventures and toward the ultimate ocean of death” (Miller 235)

“her journey’s end” (I, xiv, 166)

“the centre of the interest of his life”
“the termination of everything that was good and pleasant in it”

“vanishing-point” (11, xxvii, 714)

24,

“the contrasting views of Mrs Clennam’s imprisoning Old Testament ethos and Little
Dorrit’s liberating New Testament spirit, a contrast which runs throughout the narrative, and which is
brought to a climax in book I, chapter 31, with the heroine's offer of mercy and forgiveness to the

older woman when she finally confesses her guilt” (Walder 171)
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