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Among other public buildings in a certain town which for many reasons it will be

prudent to refrain from mentioning, and to which I will assign no fictitious name, it

boasts of one which is common to most towns, great or small, to wit, a workhouse;®
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”

workhouse: An indoor relief form of “assistance,” common in various countries in the
eighteenth century, in which poor people who received help had to live and work in special
facilities. The government contracted with private individuals to feed and house these peo-
ple in exchange for the work that they could do. The programs, which housed infants,
children, the aged, handicapped, and diseased as well as able-bodies adults, were phased
out in the late eighteenth century in favor of slightly more humane almshouse and outdoor

relief programs.®
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Oliver breathed, sneezed, and proceeded to advertise to the inmates of the workhouse
the fact of a new burden having been imposed upon the parish, by setting up as loud a cry
as could reasonably have been expected from a male infant who had not been possessed of
that very useful appendage, a voice, for a much longer space of time than three minutes
and a quarter. (OT, 46)
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But now that he was enveloped in the old calico robes, which had grown yellow in the

same service, he was badged and ticketed, and fell into his place at once —— a parish
child — the orphan of a workhouse — the humble half-starved drudge — to be cuffed
and buffeted through the world, — despised by all, and pitied by none.

Oliver cried lustily. If he could have known that he was an orphan, left to the tender

mercies of churchwardens and overseers, perhaps he would have cried the louder. (OT, 47)
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The hungry and destitute situation of the infant orphan was duly reported by the
workhouse authorities to the parish authorities. The parish authorities inquired with dig-
nity of the workhouse authorities, whether there was no female then domiciled in ‘the
house’ who was in a situation to impart to Oliver Twist the consolation and nourishment
of which he stood in need. The workhouse authorities replied with humility that there was
not. Upon this, the parish authorities magnanimously and humanely resolved, that Oliver
should be ‘farmed’, or, in other words, that he should be dispatched to a branch-
workhouse some three miles off, where twenty or thirty other juvenile offenders against
the poor-laws rolled about the floor all day, without the inconvenience of too much food
or too much clothing, under the parental superintendence of an elderly female who re-

ceived the culprits at and for the consideration of seven pence-halfpenny per small head per
week. (OT, 47-8.)
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Although this invitation was accompanied with a curtsey that might have softened the
heart of a churchwarden, it by no means mollified the beadle.

‘Do you think this respectful or proper conduct, Mrs. Mann,’ inquired Mr. Bumble,
gasping his cane, ‘to keep the parish officers a-waiting at your garden-gate, when they
come here upon porochial business connected with the porochial orphan? Are you aware,

Mr. Mann, that you are, as I may, a porochial delegate, and a stipendiary?’ (OT, 50)
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‘Well! You have come here to be educated, and taught a useful trade,” said the red-
faced gentleman in the high chair.

‘So you’ll begin to pick oakum tomorrow morning at six o’clock,” added the surly one
in the white waistcoat. (OT, 54)
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The member of this board were very sage, deep, philosophical men, and when they
came to turn their attention to the workhouse, they found out at once, what ordinary folks
would never have discovered — the poor people liked it! It was regular place of public
entertainment for the poorer classes; a tavern where there was nothing to pay; a public
breakfast, dinner, tea, and supper all the year round; a brick and mortar elysium, where
it was all play and no work. ‘Oho!’ said the board, looking very knowingly; ‘we are the
fellows to set this to rights; we’ll stop it all, in no time.” So, they established the rule,
that all poor people should have the alternative (for they would compel nobody, not they),
of being starved by a gradual process in the house, or by a quick one out of it. (OT, 55)

BREEF 74+ VADEHEINI (AU N— e VA 2 M) 37 EDBMERTH S, fERDRE
shiEoEFodicld, MBEE 7 — 27y ROREEHH T 2 oic COfERELN
LB ET, [F4 7 vy XPHEEABL LIV TLEERRIFRINATWASIET TR,
F/ NBEEL TV W] LEHTZ260bH -k, RBESKESNEEBEF + 7 v X

81



fEtkiRE #1025

BEBERBLOFRRICKELTVEY, BACRBOLEI LTV EEZEIHLHBREL B
DEHEVY, 7T—2 19 ZONEEIRZT =7 1Y ABRICA->TVBEVIREIZ LTS, 7
EHELSHRAZF2OBHATRIBVEAID, 250 F 4+ 75 v XRBHDOFFOHEEEEL
KB -1DE., ZORODIC—DDHEEEFEEL, 77+ VA $T5ET, HEOAFLN
ALTREEHIELTVWS, TITOEELERT -7 Y XOFEMSYD 2B S hAREFEIR
ENTH-12&, BEEER 7 - "9 RTITHE LY, 7—2/1Y 2D TOEREKR
MITAL W12 ETHB.

) FRZOMEEEFHEEOEO—23, FHEREICB L TIERE O MR TIT
ST &L, HETOERMAEF/NLIZZEILH S, TF ) N—e v 42 +] OFTREXED /¥
VINWET = AOEHEEE 2 - = - KAEZBNBEEEICE s T0E, a-=—KAl
HETOEMERET R DO TTREBLAFONT, NV TLVRBIKRDOLHIIZEZLS

‘Mrs Corney,’ said the beadle, smiling as men smile who are conscious of superior in-
formation, ‘out-of-door relief, properly managed: properly managed, ma’am: is the
porochial safeguard. The great principle of out-of-door relief is, to give the paupers ex-
actly what they don’t want; and then they get tired of coming.” (OT, 218)
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‘Please, sir, I want some more.’

The master was a fat, healthy man; but he turned very pale. He gazed in stupefied
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astonishment on the small rebel for some seconds, and then clung for support to the cop-
per. The assistants were paralysed with wonder; the boys with fear.

‘What!” said the master at length, in a faint voice.

‘Please, sir,” replied Oliver, ‘I want some more.’

The master aimed a blow at Oliver’s head with the ladle, pinioned him in his arms,
and shrieked aloud for the beadle.

The board were sitting in solemn conclave, when Mr. Bumble rushed into the room in
great excitement, and addressing the gentleman in the high chair, said,

‘Mr Limbkins, I beg your pardon, sir! Oliver Twist has asked for more!” There was a
general start. Horror was depicted on every countenance.

‘For more!’” said the Mr Limbskins. ‘Compose yourself, Bumble, and answer me dis-
tinctly. Do I understand that he asked for more, after he had eaten the supper allotted by
the dietary?’

‘He did, sir,” replied Bumble.

‘That boy will be hung,’” said the gentleman in the white waistcoat; ‘I know that boy
will be hung.” (OT, 56-7)
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‘We refuse to sanction these indentures,” said the old gentleman, tossing aside the piece
of parchment as he spoke.

... ‘Take the boy back to the workhouse, and treat him kindly. He seems to want it.’
(0T, 66)
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‘I kicked,’ replied the charity-boy.

‘Did you want a coffin, sir?’ inquired Oliver, innocently.

At this charity-boy looked monstrous fierce; and said that Oliver would stand in need
of one before long, if he cut jokes with his superiors in that way.

‘Yer don’t know who I am, I suppose, Work’us?’ said the charity-boy, in continuation:

descending from the top of the post, meanwhile, with edifying gravity. (OT, 76)
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When there is among you a needy-person

from any-one of your brothers, within one of your gates
in the land that YHWH your God is giving you

you are not to toughen your heart,

You are not to shut your hand

to your brother, the needy-one."”
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Noah was a charity-boy, but not a workhouse orphan. No chance-child was he, for he
could trace his genealogy all the way back to his parents, who lived hard by; his mother
being a washwoman, and his father a drunken soldier, discharged with a wooden leg, and
diurnal pension of twopence-halfpenny and an unstable fraction. The shop-boys in the
neighbourhood had long been in the habit of branding Noah, in the public streets, with the
ignominous epithets of ‘leathers’, ‘charity’, and the like; and Noah had borne them with-
out reply. But, now that fortune had cast in his way a nameless orphan, at whom even the
meanest could point the finger of scorn, he retorted on him with interest. This affords
charming food for contemplation. It shows us what a beautiful thing human nature may
be made to be; and how impartially the same amiable qualities are developed in the finest
lord and the dirtiest charity-boy. (OT, 77-8)
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.. and I'm very sorry for it; and I'm sure we all are, and pity yer very much. But yer
must know, Work’us, yer mother was a regular right-down bad’un.’

‘What did you say?’ inquired Oliver, looking up very quickly.

‘A regular right-down bad’un, Work'us,’ replied Noah, coolly. ‘And it’s a great deal
better, Work’us, that she died when she did, or else she’d have been hard labouring in
Bridewell, or transported, or hung; which is more likely than either, isn’t it?’

Crimson with fury, Oliver started up, overthrew the chair and table; seized Noah by
the throat; shook him, in the violence of his rage, till his teeth chattered in his head; and,
collecting his whole force into one heavy blow, felled him to the ground. (OT, 88)
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..., the younger lady glided softly past, and seating herself in a chair by the bedside,
gathered Oliver’s hair from his face. As she stooped over him, her tears fell upon his fore-
head.

The boy stirred, and smiled in his sleep, as though these marks of pity and compas-

sion had awakened some pleasant dream of a love and affection he had never known. (OT,
268)
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‘But at so early an age!’” urged Rose.

‘My dear young lady,’ rejoined the surgeon, mournfully shaking his head; ‘crime, like
death, is not confined to the old and withered alone. The youngest and fairest are too
often its chosen victims.” (OT, 268)
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‘But even if he has been wicked,” pursued Rose, ‘think how young he is; think that he
may never have known a mother’s love, or the comfort of a home; that ill-usage and
blows, or the want of bread, may have driven him to herd with men who have forced him
to guilt. Aunt, dear aunt, for mercy’s sake, think of this, before you let them drag this
sick child to a prison, which in any case must be the grave of all his chances of amend-
ment. Oh! as you love me, and know that I have never felt the want of parents in your
goodness and affection, but that I might have done so, and might have been equally help-
less and unprotected with this poor child, have pity upon him before it is too late!” (OT,
268-9)
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