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“At Clifton on Monday night we had a contagion of fainting; and yet the place was not hot.
| should think we had from a dozen to twenty ladies taken out tiff and rigid, & varioustimed
It became quite ridiculous.”!

(William Charles
Macreedy, 1793-1873) (the Murder istwo Macheths) 2
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1838 (Bently and Sons)

(William Makepeace Thackeray, 1811-63) 1840 2 ‘And
what came of Oliver Twig? The pubic wanted something more extravagant gill, more sympathy for thieves,

and so Jack Sheppard makes his appearance.’” (William Harrison
Ainsworth, 1805-82) ‘1 shdl take an ealy
opportunity of temperately replying.’* 8
‘Going to seeaman hanged °
16 17 (Boz)(
)

| was curiousto look at them, having, in late fashionable novels, read many accounts of such
personages.  Bah! What figmentsthese novdigstel ud  Boz, who knowslifewell, knows
that hisMiss Nancy isthe most unred fantadticd personage possible; no morelikeathief’s
mistress than one of Gesner’s shepherdesses resembles aredl country wench.’

‘thegirl isaprodtitute.’

It has been observed of thisgirl, that her devotion to the brutal house-bresker does not seem naturd,



and it has been objected to Skesin the same bresth —with someinconsstency, as| venture to think —
that heissurely over drawn, becausein him there would appear to be none of those redeeming traits
which are objected to asunnaturd in hismigtress.  Of thelatter objection | will merely say, thet | fear
therearein theworld someinsensble and callous natures that do become, &t ladt, utterly and
irredeemably bad. .....

It isusdlessto discuss whether the conduct and character of the girl ssems naturd or unnaturd,
probable or improbable, right or wrong.  ITISTRUE. ...’

25
‘the girl is a prodtitute

It was my attempt, in my humble and far-distant sohere, to dim the fase glitter surrounding something
whichredly did exigt, by shewingitinitsunaitractive and repulsvetruth.  No less consulting my
own tagte, than the manners of the age, | endeavoured, whilel painteditin dl itsfalen and degraded
agoect, to banish from the lips of the lowest character | introduced, any expression that could by
possibility offend; and rather to lead to the unavoidable inference that its existence was of the most
debased and viciouskind, than to proveit eaborately by wordsand deeds.  Inthecaseof thegirl, in
particular, | kept thisintention condantly inview.  Whether itisgpparent in the narrative, and how itis
executed, | leave my resdersto determine®

(prodtitute)
(Miched Sater)
‘whilst reading the book we forget about her profession’ ’
1847
(Miss Angda Georgiana Burdett-Couitts, 1814-1906)



(‘Prisoner’sVan) (The Pawnbroker’s Shop’)
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(falen woman) 50,000
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- who was born to be hgppy, and has lived miserably; who has no prospect before her but sorrow,
or behind her but awasted youth; who, if she has ever been amother, hasfelt shame, instead of pride,
in her own unhappy child."

(Chatharine Hogarth Dickens, 1816-79))

(The Frozen Degp)
(Ellen Lawless Ternan, 1839-1914)
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School) 1834 200
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(The School of Dickens)
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(Fagin) (Noah Claypole)
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‘After her!!  Totheleft. Take the left hand, and keep on the other Sde.  After her!!” (Macolm Andrews,
221)

(Mr
Brownlow)

‘Get up!!?’
‘1 have been true to you, upon my guilty soul | havel!” (Macolm, 222-3)

(‘Theeyesagain'’)

. Harry Furniss, ‘ Charles Dickens Exhausted.” Dickensisimagined in astete of
collgpse after aReading of * Skesand Nancy’ (the murder sceneis shadowed just above him).
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