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It appeared to me that to draw a knot of such associatesin crime asreally do exist;
to paint them in all their deformity, in all their wretchedness, in all the squalid
poverty of their lives; to show them asthey really are, for ever skulking uneasily
through the dirtiest paths of life, with the great, black, ghastly gallows closing up
their prospect, turn them where they may; it appeared to me that to do this, would
be to attempt a something which was greatly needed, and which would be a

service to society.*
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1841 “l
wished to show, in little Oliver, the principle of Good surviving through every adverse

circumstance, and triumphing at last. . . " (457)

(Dodger)
(Charley Bates)

When this game had been played a great many times, a couple of young ladies
came to see the young gentlemen, one of whom was called Bet and the other
Nancy. They wore agood deal of hair, not very neatly turned up behind, and were
rather untidy about the shoes and stockings. They were not exactly pretty, perhaps;
but they had a great deal of colour in their faces, and looked quite stout and hearty.
Being remarkably free and agreeable in their manners, Oliver thought them very

nice girls indeed, as thereis no doubt they were. (71; bk.1, ch.9)



“ Ahl she'saclever girl, my dears” (102; bk.1, ch.13) “ She'sahonor to her
sex” (102; bk.1, ch.13)

She remembered that both the crafty Jew and the brutal Sikes had confided to her
schemes, which had been hidden from all others, in the full confidence that she

was trustworthy, and beyond the reach of their suspicion. . . . (370; bk.3, ch.7)

1837
(John Forster, 1812-76)
| am glad you like Oliver this month  especially glad that you particularize the
first chapter. | hope to do great things with Nancy.
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“ The girl stamped her foot violently
on the floor as she vented this threat; and with her lips compressed, and her hands clenched,
looked alternately at the Jew and the other robber, her face quite colourless from the passion of

rage into which she had gradually worked herself” (131; bk.1, ch.16)

in a soothing

tone’ (131; bk.1, ch.16)

‘God Almighty help me, | am!” cried the girl passionately; ‘and | wish | had been
struck dead in the street, or changed places with them we passed so near to-night,
before | had lent ahand in bringing him here. He's athief, aliar, adevil, all that's
bad, from this night forth; isn’t that enough for the old wretch without blows?
(132; bk.1, ch.16)

‘| have saved you from being ill-used once, and | will again, and | do now,’
continued the girl aloud; ‘for those would have fetched you, if | had not, would

have been far more rough than me. | have promised for your being quiet and



silent; if you are not, you will only do harm to yourself and me too, and perhaps
be my death. See here! | have borne al thisfor you aready, astrue as God sees
me show it.’ (166; bk.1, ch.20)

‘.. .they had agreat deal of colour in their faces, and looked quite stout and hearty”
(71; bk.1, ch.9) “ ... her countenance was white

and agitated, and she trembled with very earnestness’ (166; bk.1, ch.20)
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(Allan Grant) *“ Oliver
Twist is peculiarly a figure without any character. He has no personality or child-like
characteristics’ ° (Brian

Murray) “ Nancy is perhaps one of the more” realistic” charactersin Dickens's early fiction”

6

‘Civil words, you villain! Yes; you deserve’ em from me. | thieved for you when |
was achild not half as old as this (pointing to Oliver). | have been in the same
trade, and in the same service, for twelve years since; don't you know it? Speak
out! don’t you know it? (133; bk.1, ch.16)

(Christopher Hibbert, 1924-)

2 7
The younger lady was in the lovely bloom and spring-time of womanhood; at that

age when, if ever angels be for God's good purposes enthroned in mortal forms,




they may be without impiety supposed to abide in such ashers. . . . The very
intelligence that shone in her deep blue eye and was stamped upon her noble head,
seemed scarcely of her age or the world, and yet the changing expression of
sweetness and good humour, the thousand lights that played about the face and left
no shadow there; above all, the smile the cheerful happy smile were entwined
with the best sympathies and affections of our nature. (235; bk.2, ch.7)

(Mary Hogarth, 1820-37)

(Monks)

“ It is never too late, . . . for penitence and
atonement” (336; bk.3, ch.3)
The Life of Our Lord(1934)
“ We learn from this that we must always forgive those who have done us any harm, when

they come to us and say they are truly sorry for it” °




‘... let usboth leave this dreadful place, and far apart lead better lives, and forget
how we have lived, except in prayers, and never see each other more. It is never
too late to repent. They told meso | feel itnow but we must havetime a

little, little, time!” (396; bk.3, ch.9)
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Seated by the window, busily engaged in patching an old waistcoat which formed
aportion of the robber’s ordinary dress, was afemale, so pale and reduced with
watching and privation that there would have been considerable difficulty in
recognizing her as the same Nancy who has already figured in thistale, but for the

voicein which she replied to Mr Sikes's question. (318; bk.3, ch.2)



(Michael Slater)
Dickens and WWbmen(1986) “ But, as Dickens

portrays her, with her resourcefulness and quick-witted cleverness, her various moods, her
fears and her courage, she emerges as a far more complete embodiment of his conception of

woman’s nature than any of his other early female characters”

(Urania Cottage)

(Angela Burdett Coutts, 1814-1906)

‘...aquiet asylum, either in England, or, if you fear to remain here, in some
foreign country, it is not only within the compass of our ability but our most
anxious wish to secureto you. . . . Come. | would not have you go back to
exchange one word with any old companion, or take one look at any old haunt, or
breathe the very air which is pestilence and death to you. Quit them all, while

there is time and opportunity.’ (388; bk.3, ch.8)

“ Itisnevertoo late, . . . for penitence and atonement” (336;

bk.3 ch.3)
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