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Henry Compton (1805-1877)
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CHARACTERS PLAYED BY DICKENS IN AMATEUR THEATRICALS
Arranged in order of the dates on which he first played the parts listed.

Character Playwright Piece Category
Rolamo, Farmer Payne/Bishop Clari, the Maid of Milan Light Opera
Sir Charles O'Callaghan The Married Bachelor Comedy

Courtall
Wing, a Poor R. B. Peake Amateurs and Actors Mus. Farce

Country Actor
Alfred Highflyer Morton A Roland for an Oliver Comedy
Gallop J. Poole Deaf as a Post Farce
Mr. Snobbington (from French) Past Two O’'Clock Farce

in the Morning

(This last piece was afterwards billed as Two O’Clock in the
Morning, then as A Good Night's Rest by Mrs. Gore.)

Captain Bobadil B. Jonson

Every Man in his Humour Comedy



1845 Eustace Fletcher The Elder Brother Comedy

1846 Sir Flippington Peake Comfortable Lodgings, Farce
Miff or Paris, in 1750
1847 Jeremiah Bumps J. Poole Turning the Tables Farce
1848 Justice Shallow Shakespeare The Merry Wives of Windsor Comedy
1848 Flexible Kenney Love, Law and Physic Farce
1848 The Doctor Mrs. Inchbald Animal Magnetism Farce
1851 Lord Wilmot Bulwer Lytton Not So Bad As We Seem Comedy
1851 Sir Charles Cold- Boucicault Used Up Comedy
stream
1851 Mr. Gabblewig Dickens Mr. Nightingale’s Diary Farce

(In addition to Gabblewig, Dickens played quick-change characters—
a boots, an old woman, etc. See text.)

1851 Colonel Freelove Mrs. Kemble A Day After the Wedding Interlude
1854 The Ghost of Fielding Tom Thumb Burlesque
Gaffer Thumb

(This was in juvenile theatricals at Tavistock House, when Dickens billed himself as
“The Modern Garrick.”)

1855 Baron Dunover Planché Fortunio and His Fairy Extra-
Seven Gifted Servants vaganza
(Again in children’s theatricals at Tavistock House, Dickens being billed as “Mr.
Passe.”)
1855 Aaron Gurnock W. Collins The Lighthouse Melodrama
1857 Richard Wardour W. Collins The Frozen Deep Romantic
Drama
1857 Uncle John J. B. Buckstone Uncle John Farce
1857 1

Gad's Hill

Allandyce Nicoll, A History of Early Nineteenth Century Drama 1800-1850 (Cambridge,
1930) The Player’s Library: the Catalogue of the Library of the British drama
League (British Drama League, 1950)

19 London Stage, 4 vols. (1824-1827), The
British Theatre, 25 wvols. (1808), British Drama Illustrated, 12 vols. (1864),
Cumberland’s Minor Theatre (1828-1840), Lacy’'s Acting Edition of Plays (1850-60),
Dicks' Standard Plays (1880s), Richardson’s New Minor Drama (1828-31)
Readex (New Canaan, CT) 1 19

Every Man in his Humour Merry



Wives of Windsor Tom Thumb O'Hara

Boucicault “Used Up”
Plays by Dion Boucicault (Cambridge, 1984) “The Frozen Deep”

Under the Management of Mr. Charles Dickens (Cornell University
Press, 1966) “The Lighthouse”

Victoria & Albert Museum, The
British Library, The New York Public Library 3 3

“The Lighthouse”

John Rudyard 2 1748

22km
Eddystone Rocks

1696 Henry Winstanley (1644-1703)
100 60
1703 11

2 (1706-1755) 1748 7
7

“The Lighthouse” (1855) Wilkie Collins (1824-1889)  Household Words (16 & 23
April, 1853) “Gabriel's Marriage”

1855 5
Clarkson Stanfield (1793-1867)
6

5

Charles Ward



6

Tavistock
25 1

Campden House
Benjamin N. Webster(1797-1882)

2 Aaron Gurnock

“The Lighthouse” 11 19 4
Eddystone Rocks

3 — Aaron Gurnock Martin Martin

Jacob—
Martin 6
Phoebe
Martin
7 8
Martin Benjamin
Benjamin
Daw’s Cave
Benjamin
2
Lady Grace



Jacob

Phoebe Martin
Phoebe
Martin
Aaron
Phoebe ‘The Lady
Grace’ Aaron
Phoebe
Martin “Oh that secret! That shameful fearful
secret!” Jacob
Martin Phoebe
Martin
Jacob
Martin 30 Martin
Aaron Martin
Lady Grace Daw's
Cave Lady
Grace 100 Martin Aaron
“False” Aaron Lady Grace “True!”
Aaron
Lady Grace  Aaron
Aaron
Martin
7



Martin

Phoebe
Aaron

“The privilege of forgiving...is a right that we may all insist upon.”
Aaron
Jacob
“there’s the place where he put the knife—there was blood on the

blade, and a drop dripped off it.” Martin

Aaron

Lady Grace

Mrs. Yates (1799-1860)

“O Mr. Dickens what a pity it is you can do anything else!"8

3
1855 1 “Nobody’s Fault”
Household Words
“The
Thousand and One Humbugs” Household Words



1855 5 “Nobody’s Fault”

Mary

THE SONG OF THE WRECK.

|
THE wind blew high, the waters raved,
A Ship drove on the land,
A hundred human creatures saved,
Kneeled down upon the sand.
Three-score were drowned, three-score were thrown
Upon the black rocks wild;
And thus among them left alone,
They found one helpless child.

1

A Seaman rough, to shipwreck bred,
Stood out from all the rest,

And gently laid the lonely head
Upon his honest breast.

And trav'ling o'er the Desert wide,
It was a solemn joy

To see them, ever side by side,
The sailor and the boy.

1
In famine, sickness, hunger, thirst,
The two were still but one,
Until the strong man drooped the first,
And felt his labours done.
Then to a trusty friend he spake:
“Across this Desert wide

30
Phobe



“O take the poor boy for my sake!”
And kissed the child, and died.

v
Toiling along in weary plight
Through heavy jungle-mire,
These two came later every night
Towarm them at the fire,
Until the Captain said one day:
“O seaman good and kind,
“To save thyself now come away
“And leave the boy behind!”

\Y/

The child was slumb’ring near the blaze:
“O Captain let him rest

“Until it sinks, when GOD’s own ways

“Shall teach us what is best!”

They watched the whiten'd ashey heap,
They touched the child in vain,

They did not leave him there asleep,
He never woke again.

George Linley (1798-1865) “Little Nell”
“Little Nell”
The OId Curiosity Shop (1840-41)

“Nobody’s Fault” “Little Dorrit”
9 Little Nell
9 12 Little Dorrit 1
5 11
6 2 4 5
7 8 11 14 15

16 18 19 3
Charles Dickens (1812-1870), Frank
Stone (1800-1859), Augustus L. Egg (1816-1863), Mark Lemon (1809-1870)

Elizabeth Yates Gilbert a
Beckett (1811-1856) Edmund Yates (1831-1894) Eliza
Becher (neé O'Neill, 1791-1872) Clarkson Stanfield, R.A. David Roberts,
R.A. (1796-1864) John Forster (1812-1876) Thackeray & Daughters John Leech



(1847-1864) Douglas Jerrold (1803-1857) Thomas Carlyle (1795-1881) Queens
Bench Lord Campbell (John Campbell, 1779-1861) 10 Duke
of Devonshire (William G. Spencer Cavendish, 1790-1858)

“The Lighthouse”

Mrs. Cowden Clarke

...A wonderful impersonation was this; very imaginative, very original, very wild,
very striking; his grandly intelligent eyes were made to assume a wandering
look,--a sad, scared lost gaze, as of one whose spirit was away from present objects,

and wholly occupied with absent and long-past images.1t

“The Lighthouse” 7 10 5 10
Colonel Waugh Campden House
1 122
8 10 10 17 Messrs. Robson & Emden
Aaron Stuart Robson (1836-1903)

13
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