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3 MARLEY was dead: to begin with. There is no doubt whatever about that. The register of his burial was
signed by the clergyman, the clerk, the undertaker, and the chief mourner. Scrooge signed it. And Scrooge’s
name was good upon *Change, for anything he chose to put his hand to. Old Marley was as dead as a door-
nail. (A Christmas Carol, STAVE I, Broadview, p.39)
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7 He had no further intercourse with Spirits, but lived upon the Total Abstinence Principle, ever afterwards
[...] (A Christmas Carol, STAVE V, Broadview, p.125)
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9 Inthe final paragraph the narrator offers us a splendid example of Wit in the service of Humour related

to basic human pleasures [...] Scrooge ‘had no further intercourse with Spirits, but lived upon the Total
Abstinence Principle, ever afterwards’. Coming so soon after the ‘Christmas bowl of smoking bishop’, this

sublime pun stands the whole idea of Teetotalism on its head by appropriating its special language to express
its very opposite. Instead of attacking his old enemy with “‘witty’ satire Dickens humorously converts it into a

subject of innocent merriment. (Slater, p.191)
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12 The chuckle with which he said this, and the chuckle with which he paid for the Turkey, and the

chuckle with which he paid for the cab, and the chuckle with which he recompensed the boy, were only to be
exceeded by the chuckle with which he sat down breathless in his chair again, and chuckled till he cried. (A
Christmas Carol, STAVE V, Broadview, p.120)
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17 *“Ha, Ha!” laughed the same woman [...] “This is the end of it, you see! He frightened every one away

from him when he was alive, to profit us when he was dead! Ha, ha, ha!” (A Christmas Carol, STAVE IV,
Broadview, p.109)
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